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Meet a Brother

Fr. Herb Nichols

A Testimony from Providence

My relationship with the Fraternity,
strangely enough, began in September 1984
upon returning from a pilgrimage to Rome.
A parishioner phoned me to welcome me
home and asked if he might cometo therec-
tory to speak with me for afew moments.

Getting one foot in the door he said:
“I"mgoing tointroduceyou to Jesus Christ.”
When| said: “Don'’t youthink | already know
him?’ Hereplied: “ Do you know Pope John-
Paul.” | told him that | shook his hand in
Rome. Heresponded, “ Good, call him up.”
| had to admit | didn’t have his phone num-
ber. My friend continued, “Ah! You know a
lot about him, but you don’t know him, and
what about Jesus? Knowing about aperson
is afar cry from knowing that person.” |
wasflabbergasted. He had madeavery real
and serious point. A few weeks later he
persuaded meto attend aFire Rally in Provi-
dence.

In March | was ready to sign myself
into asubstance abusefacility. After reading
my letter my friend begged meto hold off on
going and said, “ Thisis not the program for
you. | don't know really why I'm saying
this, except | know it's from God. In six
weeksyouwill receivealetter whichwill be
the answer you are looking for” It was a
letter from Fr. John Allard.

He saw my name on the Fire list and
sent invitations to all the priests of the area
that might beinterested injoining or forming
fraternities. | went to the information day
and knew immediately that this was along
awaited answer to prayer. Yet | still felt a
littleuncomfortablebeing theonly priest form
aneighboring diocese. Fr. Wil Gregoireim-
mediately put me at rest when he asked me,
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The Providence Fraternity

The Charismatic Movement wastill vibrant
in Providence during thelater part of the 1970’s.
Priest werebeing “filled withthe Spirit” and there
was great excitement about what the Lord was
doing inthe Church.

When the word got out that Fr. Michael
Scanlan was offering aweeklong conferencefor
bishops and priests at was then called, the Col-
lege of Steubenville, about adozen priestsand a
couple deacons piled into arented van and took
off for Ohio. The experience of seeing over one
thousand priests and deacons being touched by
the Holy Spirit was so uplifting for them. The
Steubenville conference became ahighly antici-
pated yearly pilgrimage.

AsFr. Bob Giardinasays, “Wewerefull of
excitement to go to those holy grounds. We
wanted to follow the Spirit'slead...to be where
theaction (Holy Spirit) was.”

During the conference of June of 1980 Frs.
John Dreher, Joe Heaney, Wil Gregoire, Bob
Giardina, and Jake Randall were pondering the
haunting question: “who shepherdstheshepherds’.
Who ministerstotheministersof the Gospel ? The
crying need for such ministry to priests is what
drew hundredsto the Steubenville conferences.

The twelve brothers then gathered in the
“upper room” (Keelan Lounge) whichwasinthe
J.C. WilliamsCenter. At that timethe“tent” where
the conference was held was situated between
Williams Center and St. Francis Men's Dorm.
They prayed for discernment there. The Word
that wasreceived camefrom Acts2:32-34; “The
community of believers were of one heart and
onemind...”

They then agreed to continue to meet asa

group when they return to Providence, and to
invite others. They wanted to live the gospel
literally and to support their brother priestswith
unconditional love as Jesusstates, “l giveyoua
new commandment: |ove one another as | have
loved you” (John 13:34).

They decided to call themselves, the Priests
Community. In September 1980 Acts 2:32-34,
and John 13:34 were highlighted in athree-paged
leaflet describing their outreach. Without any redl
clear vision of where this would all lead, they
elected John Dreher asoverall leader, assisted by
Joseph Heaney and John Allard.

The Priest’'s Community was unique. |t
was not just asupport group, and it was not just
a prayer group, but it encompassed these ele-
mentsand more. They wereagroup of dozen or
more men of varied ages who were bound to-
gether by their love for the Lord and each other.
They spent time together praising God, sharing
their lives, listening to God's Word and follow-
ing Hisdirection. They were committed to com-
mon unity, desiring to live as Christ’s disciples
asdisciplined learners.

Cathalictradition showsusthat community
has always been an essential mark of the Church.
Theearliest communitieswerevibrant, aliveand
powerful. These qualities are also needed in
today’sage. ThePriest’s Community thusbound
themselves together in the Lord by a series of
commitments. They also decided not to judge
brother priests who were not of the same mind,
but to support themwith unconditiond love. They
were committed to therestoration of the Church.

In 1983 Bethany House, George Kosicki’'s
ministry to priests, left the Providence area. A
number of priests cametogether to see how they
could continuethisvaluable ministry. Eighteen
priests attended thefirst meeting. Onthe Mon-
day after Pentecost they wereled by the Spirit to
makeacommitment to support each other asbroth-
ers. Thiscommitment wasrenewed ayear later.

They met every Monday Afternoon at
2:00pm. Thefirst hour wasa Charismatic Prayer
meeting open to any priest who wanted to attend.
The second session wasfor the committed broth-
ers and followed the coffee bresk that ended the
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Dear Friends of the Priesthood

Dear Friends of the Priesthood,

Freedom!

It isthe central work of Jesusin the gospel read-
ings for Sunday masses during the month of February.

On February 6 Jesus frees the townsfolk of dis-
ease and demonic oppression.

On February 13 Jesusfrees aleper of disease and
isolation.

On February 20 Jesus frees a boy of sin and pa-
raysis.

On February 27 Jesus proclaims freedom in the
presence of the bridegroom.

Freedomisthe hallmark of the Catholic Christian.
Itispart of our heritage. Inthisyear of Great Jubilee, the
power and message of Christian freedom isamplified.
From the Old Testament teaching about the Jubilee, when
debtswereforgiven and saveswerefreed, to thewords
of Jesus in the New Testament (Luke 4:18): He has
cometo set the captivefree.

We live in atime in need of authentic Christian
freedom. Although thewords* freedom and liberty” are
bantered about with great gusto, many individualshave
substituted licensefor truefreedom. Licenseisfreedom
without responsibility, disciplineand truth. Individuals
servetheir own desiresand whims. Indulged frequently
enough, licenseleadsto vice. What looked like freedom
inthe beginning becomesadominating, compulsiveforce
in one's life. People become gripped by what they in-
dulgedin. When one“freely” overindulgesindrinking,
pornography, promiscuity, eating, gambling, smoking,
et cetera, they become slavesto these things.

Christian freedom flowsfrom Christ Himself. “ If
the Son shall make you free, you shall be freeindeed.”
(John 8:30). Itisknit to thetruth. “If you continuein my
word, then you are truly my disciples. And you shall
know thetruth and the truth shall make you free!” (John
8:31,32) Christian freedom serves, not its self, but oth-

ers. St. Paul putsit thisway:

For freedom Christ set usfree; so stand firm...For
youwerecalledto freedom, brothers. But do not usethis
freedom asan opportunity for theflesh; rather, serveone
another through love. (Galatians 5:1,13)

We are not simply freed from something. We are
freed for something: to serve one another with love.

Theyear 2000isto beaspecial year of freedomfor
Christians. First and foremost, it isto beafreedom from
the debt of sin. Jesus Christ, by his sacrifice, has paid
that debt. Weareto glory inand relish the freedom Jesus
has won for us.

Wearea soto pray and labor for authentic freedom
to flourish on every level. On the personal level, Christ
wants to free us from the fears, doubts, even compul-
sions that inhibit us from freely serving him. On the
social and family level, Christ wantsto liberate our rela-
tionships of bitterness and suspicion.

Evenonthepolitical level, Christ desires authentic
freedom. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of thissort of
freedom when he the sought civil rights of African-
Americans. Helooked forward to the day when he could
cry out, “Freeat last! Freeat last! Thank God Almighty,
I'mfreeatlast!” In placeslike Indonesiaand the Sudan,
wherethereispolitical and religious oppression, many
seek afreedom from violence and just peace.

As priests who proclaim the gospel of authentic
freedom, we want to thank you who support Frater nity
of Priests with your prayers and offerings. Be assured
of our prayers. Inthis Jubileeyear, may weall growinto
the freedom of the children of God.

In the heart of Jesus our Great Jubilee,

B Rt Braso

Fr. Robert J. Franco, board chair
Cleveland

New Look for the Fraternity Website

our members and friends.

If you log onto “fraternityofpriests.org” the next time you are surfing the web you'll see a new look for the
Fraternity of Priests website. Building up on the good foundation a our old website that had been set up severa years
ago, it ishoped that our new site will continue to spread the message of the Fraternity aswell as serve the needs of both

To someone who is not familiar with the Fraternity it serves as a good introduction. It gives an overview of the
mission and lifestyle of the Fraternity. It also showswherelocal fraternities are located and how to be in contact with us.
People are able to sign up to receive the monthly newsletter and ask any questions they may have about the Fraternity.

In a greater desire to serve the needs of the members of individual Fraternities there is a new special member's
section. In this area there are teachings made available to individual members as well as sections that would serve asa
directory of other members, places to post prayer requests and share words of encour-
agement with one another about the life of members throughout the world.

To serve the needs of priests who are not in an areawhere a Fraternity may not be
located we are looking into the possibility of chat rooms and bulletin boards where
priests can share with one another about their own concerns and areas of interest. Please
check out the new website when you get a chance and let us know what you think about
it or any other ideas you may have. —Fr. Timothy Gaff
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Meet a Brother, cont . . .

“How do you think St. Paul felt when he
first met with the Twelve?’

| have never forgotten those words.
Perhaps there is another metaphor that is
important to me, thewomen at thewell. Like
her | have often had feelings of great rejec-
tion and littlerespect. However, the Frater-
nity, like Christ at thewell, hastaught meto
recognize both Jesus and myself.

Not many months after joining the Fra-
ternity, we were involved in a small group
discussion. | hadto rel ease a secret that had
been festering inside of mefor 30years. And
again it was John Allard who responded,
“Nick, I don't think any lessof youfor that.”
Like the Samaritan women (at the well) |
wanted to run and tell everyone about this
treasurethat | found. Unfortunately most of
thepriests| told thisto were simply too busy
or just not interested enough to care.

My exuberation (for priesthood) led me
after five years of prayerful discernment to
divest mysdlf of all my belongingsandjoina
religious community. | know now that it
was God'swill to lead methrough that expe-
rience, but not for metoremaininit.

Except for my year of Novitiate, when
| was not permitted participation in any ex-
tra-Community spiritual directions, | stayed
in contact and shared with afraternity (New
York Fraternity). They prudently refrained
from involving themselves in the affairs of
my religious community, but were able and
willing to be most supportive to me as a
brother priest. | am certainly asindebted to
them, as| amto my brothersin Providence,
for being ableto remain faithful to my voca-
tion.

It saddens my heart (to know) that after
15 yearsthe numbers (in the Fraternity) are
shrinking. Many of the elders have gone
into retirement or eternity. And many of us

who were the youngest here in Providence
(in the early days of the Fraternity) are for
themost part till (the youngest).

Perhapswe haveto renew emphasison
the triangles (of the order of commitment).
That is, God first, Presbyterium second, and
ministry third. Itisall too easy tosay I'mtoo
busy (to attend meetings), busy doing the
Lord'swork. | canonly speak for mysdlf. If
I had not this relationship with the
presbyterium (Fraternity), | would havelost
my heart and soul for ministry long ago.

Fraternity keeps me focused, not only
onwho | am with, but on who | am; achild
of God, from whom comes my empower-
ment and strength through my brothers. God
Blessyou all.

Sincerely, Nick

Thanks to Fr. Don Evrard

Fr. Don Evrard has been acting guest
master at Visitation Housefor the past year.
During that time he has energetically
worked with the newsletter, cared for the
needs of the priestswho have been on sab-
batical, and madeVisitation House aplace
of prayer and brotherhood.

Fr. Don has returned to the Archdio-
cese of Indianapolis, Indiana at the end of
1999. Fraternity of Priestsisgrateful for the
service Fr. Don hasrendered. Hiswelcome
made Visitation House a home for many
priests. We pray that he continue to share
the goodness of the Lord in all he does. Fr.
Don's new address is: 4615 N. Michigan
Road Indianapolis, IN 46228-2399. Hise-
mail addressisdonje@iguest.net

History, cont . . .

prayer meeting. Thissecond part wasfor ongoing
teaching and personal ministry in small groups.

TheFraternity of Priests

The brothersin Providence were not com-
fortablewith theterm “community” to describe
their relationship, so they changed their name
from Priest’s Community to the Fraternity of
Priests. John Dreher went off to Steubenvilleto
joinwith othersto from the Fraternity of Priests
Team with themission to spread renewal among
the preshbyterate. Wil Gregoiretook John'splace
asleader of the Providence Fraternity.

Joe Heaney followed Wil as leader, and
when heretired from activeministry Bob Giardina
was madetheleader.

Presently of all the priest support groups
that started in Providence, only the Fraternity of
Priestsisdtill active. Inthe 18 yearsof existence
four membershavegonetotheLord: Frs. Marcel
Dupont, Vincent Dobec, Ted McManus and Joe
Cardoza. Two have left for personal reasons,
and two haveretired.

Thenumber of committed membershasre-
mained aconstant twelve. Added to this number
areeleven othersthat join themfor thefirst hour
of praise. The editor wants to thank Fr. Bob
Giardinafor hismajor contributiontothisarticle.

Please send us your prayer intentions:
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Do you know anyone who would like to

receive out Newsletter?
(Please print legibly)
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City, State and Zip
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THANKYOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

February 2000
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Rev. 1| Rewv. 2 | Rev. 3 4
Thomas Joseph Daniel Pope
Kredel Luisi Mahoney John Paul I
Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pittsburgh
Rev. 5 [ Rev. 6 | Rev. 7 | Rev. 8 | Rev. 9 | Rev. 10 | Rew. 1
Nicholas Kenneth John Michael Reginald Robert Seamus
Mastrangelo Oldenski Sweeney Cockburn DeFour Llanos Maguire
Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad
Rev. 12 | Rev. 13 | Rev. 14 | Rev. 15 | Rev. 16 | Rev. 17 | Rev. 18
Donie Michael John Cuthbert Vincent Reginald lan
McMahon Moses Theodore Alexander Compton Ging Taylor
Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad
Rev. 19 | Rev. 20 | Rev. 21 | Rew. 22 | Rev. 23 | Rew. 24 | Rev. 25
Gabriel George Dwight Trevor Neil Cyril Don
Julien Lewis Merrick Nathasingh Rodriguez Ross Evrard
Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Trinidad Indianapolis
Msgr. 26 | Rev. 27 | Rev. 28 | Rev. 29 | Msgr. 30 | Rev. 31
John Gerard Lawrence Paul Albert Tom
Allard Caron Deery Desmarais Cerrito Ferland
Providence Providence Providence Providence Providence Providence

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and through him. Think your
thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and
guide him always. Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul, take over his
entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline him to constant adoration and thanksgiving;
pray in and through him. Let him live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.

Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray and intercede for (.....). Amen.
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