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...continued on page 3

Fraternity Among (of) Priests

“My life is become more
meaningful and prayer centered.
Now I enjoy my priesthood and
pastoral ministry. My life is
transformed after I joined The
Fraternity of Priests.”—
words of an
enthusiastic priest from
Vasai. Fr Tim Graff of
the Fraternity of Priests
from New Jersey, USA,
preached a four day
retreat in Khandala for
the Priests of the
Diocese of Vasai. It was
a unique retreat and a
different one. Why was
it so? The theme was
fraternal relationships
between priests & the
Risen Lord.

What is the Fraternity of Priests?
A renewal movement for

priests began in the USA in 1983.
For many years, a Priests &
Deacons Conference was held at
Franciscan University in
Steubenville, Ohio. They were well
arranged but nothing came out of
it, when the priest returned to his
parish. So, a few of the Priests
came together and started praying
& reflecting; asking the Risen Lord
to help. Personal prayer brought

them together and they shared their
lives with one another. It took
momentum and slowly, many
priests came together to pray &
share. The local bishop’s body later
recognized it. This movement not
only spread in the USA but to many
other countries. Those who

committed themselves to the
Fraternity found themselves being
supported & helped in small
sharing groups.
There are Four Important Steps.

a. Praise & worship: The
Fraternity of Priests meetings begins
with praise & worship for an hour
before the Blessed Sacrament.
Priests express gratitude to the Lord
for all the favors received. Then
there is a powerful silence
maintained for worship.

b. Teaching: Then there is a
teaching given by one of the
brother priests who takes
appropriate topics related to the
lives of priests & the teachings of
the Mother church for half an hour,
with his personal experiences of
the Lord. Later on some time is
spent in personal reflections and
in silence.

c. Small group sharing;
Brothers go in small
groups & share what
touched them most. It is
strictly confidential as
personal life is shared. It
is difficult in the
beginning but as time
goes on there is special
relationship built. Many
find lots of support &
guidance in their
priesthood. Some of those
who were at the verge of
leaving their priesthood,
found meaning & support
from their powerful group
& later changed their

mind set & life style.
d. Fellowship: An important

part of Fraternity is table
fellowship. Meals being an
important event, the priests share a
meal together.
Experiences of those who are
committed in Fraternity of Priests.

Fr Ian Taylor of the West Indies
had been to Vasai for a Charismatic
convention in 2000. The convention
was for lay people. In the evening,

Fr. Francis Dabre
Fraternity of Priests Member, India

Fr Timothy Graff joins the Vasai Fraterntiy during Mass.
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Dear Friends of the Priesthood

Editor’s Box:

Please send all articles,
comments and photos
to the editor, Msgr.
Cuthbert Alexander,
cuttya1@yahoo.com  or
fax to 868-633-0836.

The co-editor of the
newsletter, Fr. Bill
Cosgrove, can also be
reached via e-mail at
frbill@optonline.com
or fax to 845-227-
3951.

Newsletter material
from all Fraternity
members is gratefully
accepted!

Last July I was privileged to be at the
Shrine of St. Charles Lwanga and the
Ugandan martyrs on a mission trip

for the Fraternity of Priests. Over 30,000 people
had gathered to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of
the Charismatic Renewal in that country.

The memories came back a few weeks ago
when I was celebrating the feast of St. Charles
and his companions in my parish. I found myself
preaching about the great faith amidst the
persecution of the 19th Century in Uganda. Today
there is still great persecution in the northern
area of Uganda as the Church still suffers greatly
and many lives are being lost. As we prayed over
the people from the north last summer I remember
vividly the tears in the eyes of Cardinal Wamala
as he saw the great suffering of his people.

In my own parish I was preaching last
month about St. Charles Lwanga to the
Portuguese and Spanish communities. So many
are recent immigrants and some have known
very well the sufferings of poverty and the pain
of leaving behind family and friends to try to
make a better life for themselves and their
families. They were inspired by the lives of
these African martyrs who suffered martyrdom
for the sake of their faith.

I share this with you this month to remind us
of the universality and unity of the Church.
Martyrs from Africa who lived over 100 years
ago continue to inspire Portuguese and South
American immigrants in America by their faith
and courage. What a wonderful Church we live
in. The power of the gospel has traveled across
centuries and oceans and continues to inspire
holiness in the lives of God’s people.

The work of the Fraternity of Priests is meant
to continue to inspire priests to live lives of
holiness in their own situations. One of the
brothers from the new Fraternity in Vasai, India
writes: “My life is become more meaningful and
prayer centered. Now I enjoy my priesthood and
pastoral ministry. My life has been transformed
after I joined the Fraternity of Priests”.

We can’t ask for better than that!
Our mission trips continue this summer with

Fr. Moe Larochelle from New Hampshire leading
a Fraternity Conference in Uganda and then
joining me in Tanzania for several priest retreats
and FIRE rallies.

We have made a special effort to have priests
come from overseas for our annual meeting in
August. We have already confirmed priests
coming from Slovenia, India, Kenya and the
Virgin Islands.

Monthly Donation Budget:  $7,467.00

Actual Donations:         $5,950.00

Budget Surplus (shortage)  ($1,516.00)

One of the objectives for the Fraternity
of Priests is to inform our donors about
the ongoing financial health and details
of the organization.  We’re providing
this information to help communicate
our specific need and to thank those
many faithful benefactors who help
make our service possible.  Thank you!

Current as of May 31, 2004.

Fraternity Financial Report

All this is due
to your generosity
in prayer and in
financial support.
We could not carry
on this mission
without you.

Thank you as
always and know
that you are in our
daily prayers.

In Christ,

Fr. Timothy Graff
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Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

continued  from  page 1...

Fr Ian asked Bishop Dabre to allow
him to speak to the Priests in the
morning. There were about 24 priests
who attended the sessions for four
days; many liked the idea of
Fraternity. Later Fr Ian requested the
bishop send
three priests to
the West
Indies for the
A n n u a l
F r a t e r n i t y
Conference.
Thus Frs.
S o l o m o n
Rodr igues ,
I n n o c e n t
Pereira &
myself were
sent to the
West Indies in
August 2001.
We came
back with lots of experiences to share
with our priest friends.

Recollection for Vasai Priests:
A recollection was organized on
above topics. We three priests who
had been to West Indies shared our
ideas, and our transformed lives. All
appreciated it. Hence there was a
demand to have a retreat on the same
theme for details.

Annual Retreat of Priests in
February 04. Fr Tim Graff, the
International Chairperson of
Fraternity preached a retreat to 20
priests of Diocese of Vasai. It was
the first retreat of its kind in India.
All 20 priests committed themselves
to be members of the Vasai
Fraternity. The theme was God’s re-
visitation to his priests. Many found
it beneficial.

What can be done?
Fraternity of Priests members are

ready to come & preach to the priests
of any Diocese in India. We need to
re-root our lives in the priesthood of
Jesus Christ. Those who have
committed themselves to this

Fraternity have found it to be useful
in their personal lives.

This movement has come to
India (Asia too) for the first time
through God’s providence. Those
who are members have renewed
their commitment to Jesus through
personal prayer. Now life has
become meaningful. The Church
recognizes it.
Whom to contact?
Fr Solomon Rodrigues, Our Lady
of Mercy Church, Merces, Vasai.
401201solomonrod@rediffmail.com

Fr Innocent Pereira, Holy Family
Church, Bhuigaon, Vasai. 401201

Fr Francis Dabre, St. Mary
Magdalene Church, Mulgaon,
Vasai. 401201  frada@roltanet.com

Fr Timothy Graff prays at the altar with members of the Vasai Fraternity

John Paul II said he convoked the “Year
of the Eucharist” because the program he
presented to the Church at the start of the
millennium is based on “starting afresh
from Christ.”  Noting that many countries
were celebrating the solemnity of Corpus
Christi today — it was observed last
Thursday in Rome — the Pope dedicated
his traditional greeting to pilgrims to
highlight the central character of the
Eucharist for Christians.  “The Year of the
Eucharist takes place in the framework of
the pastoral project that I presented in the
apostolic letter ‘Novo Millennio Ineunte,’
in which I invited the faithful to ‘start
afresh from Christ,’” he said before
praying the Angelus.  “Contemplating
more assiduously the countenance of the
Incarnate Word, really present in the
Sacrament, they will be able to exercise
themselves in the art of prayer and commit
themselves in that ‘high degree’ of the
Christian life, which is the indispensable
condition to develop in an effective
manner the new evangelization,” the Holy
Father continued.  This is why, when
celebrating Corpus Christi last Thursday,
the Pope convoked the Year of the
Eucharist for next October, on the
occasion of the International Eucharistic
Congress of Guadalajara, Mexico.  The
“year” will end in October 2005 with the
ordinary assembly of the Synod of
Bishops, whose theme will be “The
Eucharist: Source and Summit of the Life
and Mission of the Church.”  “The
Eucharist is at the center of the life of the
Church. In it, Christ offers himself to the
Father for us, making us participants of
his sacrifice itself, and he gives himself
to us as bread of life for our journey on
the paths of the world,” the Pontiff said
from the window of his study overlooking
St. Peter’s Square.

From Zenit News Services.
Copyright (c) - Innovative Media, Inc.

Pope Explains Why He
Convoked “Year of the

Eucharist”



THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in
and through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his
heart. Give him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide
him always. Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior.
Possess his soul, take over his entire personality and life. Replace him
with yourself. Incline him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray
in and through him. Let him live in you and keep him in this intimate
union always.

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests,
pray and intercede for (.....). Amen.

Dear FatherTim Graff,
This donation is to help the Fraternity of Priests in continuing their work of ministering to priests.

 $10    $25    $50    $100    Other $_________

The Fraternity of Priests pledge of financial accountability: We take very seriously the trust you put in us
when you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge: To use your
gift carefully and wisely, and not to ask for money that is not needed.

Please cut and return this form with your donation or donate online at www.fraternityofpriests.org.

Fraternity of Priests, Inc.
Franciscan University

Steubenville, OH 43952-9671
Phone: (740) 283-4400
Fax: (740) 283-3622

Email: contact@fraternityofpriests.org
http://www.fraternityofpriests.org

Do you know anyone who would like
to receive our Newsletter?

(Please print legibly)

__________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Name

Street

City, State and Zip



THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY ! 

August 2004  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Rev. 1 
Joe 
Muldoon 
Ottawa  

Rev. 2 
Robert 
Llanos 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 3 
Donie 
McMahon 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 4 
Neil 
Rodriquez 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 5 
Cyril 
Ross 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 6 
Vincent 
Compton 
Port of Spain 

 7 
Pope  
John Paul II 

Rev. 8 
John 
Theodore 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 9 
Gabriel 
Julien 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 10 
Dwight 
Merrick 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 11 
Cuthbert 
Alexander 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 12 
Trevor 
Nathasingh 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 13 
George 
Lewis 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 14 
Michael 
Cockburn 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 15 
Riginald 
DeFour 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 16 
Seamus 
Maguire 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 17 
Ian 
Taylor 
Port of Spain 

Rev. 18 
Thomas 
Leahy 
Grenada 

Rev. 19 
Leroy 
Hopkin 
Grenada 

Msgr. 20 
Cyril 
Lamontagne 
Grenada 

Rev. 21 
Gerard 
Caron 
Providence 

Rev. 22 
Paul 
Desmarais 
Providence 

Rev. 23 
Tom 
Ferland 
Providence 

Rev. 24 
Michael 
Sisco 
Providence 

Msgr. 25 
Albert 
Cerrito 
Providence 

Rev. 26 
Francis 
Guidice 
Providence 

Rev. 27 
Normand 
Valois 
Providence 

Rev. 28 
Samuel 
Turillo 
Providence 

Msgr. 29 
John 
Allard 
Providence 

Rev. 30 
Wilfred 
Gregoire 
Providence 

Rev. 31  
Herbert 
Nichols 
Providence 

   

 
A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 

 O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and 
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give 
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always. 
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul, 
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline 
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let 
him live in you and keep him in this intimate union always. 

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, 
pray and intercede for (.....). Amen. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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Donation form B – upside down – run through printer opposite end 

 


