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The Harvest iIs Great!

by

Fr. Timothy Graff
“Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing
themin the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observeall that |
have commanded you. And behold
I amwithyou aways, until theend

of theage” (Mt 28:19-20)

As | left Uganda and was
traveling to Tanzania on a
mission trip for the Fraternity last
July, this passage was givento me
asafarewell gift from one of the
priests who had been on retreat
with us. Although it did speak to
me personally, it was also a
message that the Lord wasgiving
to the Fraternity of Priests.

As more and more doors
have been opened for the
Fraternity to set up new
Fraternities in Africa, Eastern
Europe, Indiaand the Caribbean,
we seevery clearly how the Lord
iscalling usto servethe Church.
The Lord has given us a vision
for how priesthood can be lived
out and how priests can be
supported. It goes beyond culture
andisapplicableto priestsaround
the world in very different
circumstances and situations.

Jesusfirst of al callsusto make
disciples of all nations. In just the
past few weeks, | have been
contacted by priestsfrom Ethiopia
and Uganda to set up Fraternity
Conferencesfor next summer. | will
betraveling to Indiato the Diocese
of Vasai for aFraternity Conference
in January. We have additional
inquiries from other parts of the
world aswell.

As we hear of what the
Lord is doing with
individual priestsaround
the world, we see how
present the Lord isto the
Fraternity. God indeed is
with us.

The Lord aso promisesthat He
is with us. We saw this very
dramatically in our Annual
International Meetingin New York
inAugust. Many of the priestswho
were there remarked about the
power of our meeting. The Lord
indeed visited us and made us
aware of Hispresence. Aswe hear
of what the Lord is doing with
individual priests around the
world, we see how present the
Lord is to the Fraternity. God
indeed iswith us.

All of thisis said in context of
our needsfor the coming year. Like
so many religious and charitable
organizationsover thepast few years,
we have seen our contributions
decrease. This can be blamed on a
bad economy, our donor base getting
older and other factors. What it has
meant for us in the Fraternity of
Priestsisadrastic cutting back in our
budget and expenses. | can guarantee
you that we haveavery tight budget,
and that nothing you contribute is
ever wasted.

What we have seenin the last
few years is that we are in a
“maintenance mode” rather than
a “missionary mode”. Our
contributions are barely covering
our basic expenses. The cost of
maintaining Visitation Houseasa
house of hospitality for priests, our
support staff of a part time
secretary and maintenance man,
the various costs of putting out our
newsletter, and covering the basic
expenses of our mission are barely
being met. Thus, we have been
forced to cut back on our mission
work and our ability to take care
of the brothers from Fraternities
overseas. We have not had the
ability to sponsor priestsfrom the
Third World to cometo our annual
meetings. For any international
missionswe have had, the brothers
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ecently |1 was reading an

Rarti clewhere October 26" is

being designated “ Priesthood

Sunday” inthe United States. It ismeant

to be a celebration of the Priesthood of

Jesus Christ aswell asan encouragement

to priests in these difficult days of the

sexual abuse crisis. It seems like a very

good idea and could be a great blessing
for many peopleand priests.

Here in the Fraternity of Priests we
aregreatly blessed to be very encouraged
many timesin our life aspriests. First of
al, wereceiveit from our brother priests
in the Fraternity. What ablessing it isto
hear brother priestslove one another and
be a source of brotherhood and
consolation for each other.

We al so receive encouragement from
the peoplewe are privileged to serve and
minister with. Often in very surprising
ways we are amazed at how our little
efforts have been a source of grace and
blessing for someone’s life. These
encountersareagreat sign of God’slove
and presenceinour lives.

We are also greatly encouraged by
Y OU. Itisyour own support and prayers
that make the life of the Fraternity of
Priests possible. As we seek to support
oneanother inour local Fraternitieswhich
meet weekly or monthly, and as we are
invited to many different areas of theworld
wefeel your support and prayers.

Never underestimate the power of
your prayers. They are a source of rich
blessing for each of us. Whether you are
praying for apriest everyday based onthe
calendar in the newsletter or praying for
your parish prieststhey areagreat helpto
each of us. Pray that weremain faithful to
the call God has given to us.

This last August | was asked by the
brothers of the Fraternity to become
Chairman of the Board after Msgr. John
Allard’s term was up. | do so with great
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humility but
also with a
gr eat
expectation of
God's plan for
us in the years
ahead. | want
to thank Fr.
John for his
leadership over
theselast years.

This is an exciting time for the
Fraternity. We continue to be invited
around the world to share our life and
mission. May it continue to be ablessing
for the Church throughout the world.

Welook ahead confidently because of
your encouragement, love and support.

Thank you for the blessing that you
areto each of us.

In Christ,

Fr. Tim Graff
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who have gone have had to pay
their own way.

That drastically l[imitshow we
can reach out to other priestsand
support our priestsin very poor
devel oping countries. Aswe plan
missions for the upcoming year,
we are very constrained by our
lack of finances.

When| arrived homefrom East
Africathis summer, | received an
email from a priest who had
attended one of theretreatsthat we
wereinvolved in. He stated that the
retreat had saved hispriesthood. He
had been ordained only afew years
andisinavery difficult assignment
amidst great poverty and
desolation. Throughthe ministry of
the Fraternity he was greatly
strengthened. He is staying in the
priesthood and his people keep
asking him what happened. He is
so joyful and peaceful they cannot
understand it.

The world is full of priestsin
situations just like this man. Your
generosity and prayers help us to
support him and give him life. |
would ask you to prayerfully
consider two requests. First, would
you be ableto be moregenerousin
your financial support? It would
allow us to serve other priests
throughout the world. Second, can
you please submit names for our
mailinglist?1f you havefriendsor
family members who love the
priesthood and would seek to
support us it would be a great
blessing. You can mail those

Fr. Joe Looney of the Fraternity of Priests in
the Archdiocese of Hartford is asking your help
and prayers. He is working on a doctorate of
ministry project at the Hartford Seminary to find
ways to promote the Fraternity of Priests. It was a
Fraternity Conference which launched Fraternities
in Worcester, MA, Vermont and Connecticut.

The Hartford Fraternity is planning to put on a
Fraternity Conference in the spring to offer our
Fraternity life style to more priests. He asks for your

prayers and suggestions. One thing that we can do is to offer announced
masses for the growth of the Fraternity of Priests. Another suggestion is to
invite the vicar of priests and the vocations director to one of our meetings
and to make plans to invite the deacons and newly ordained. We can also
ask our Serra Club to invite one of us as a speaker and ask for their prayers.
As we expand to foreign countries we cannot neglect our priests at home
who are praying to have what we can offer to them.

Our growth is essential. It deserves careful promotion. We all have
too much invested to afford minimal growth. You may contact him at
203-754-6101, stmargaret@aol.com or St. Margaret Church, 289 Willow

St., Waterbury, Ct 06710.

addresses to us and we will bein
contact with them.

The Lord has called us to all
nations and is with us always.
Through your generosity thiswill
cometo fulfillmentinour life.

REMINDER!
If you would like to give a
donation to help further the
mission of the Fraternity, you
can do so in two ways:

1.) Complete the form on the
back of the newd etter and return
in the envel ope provided.

2.) Log on to our website at
www.fraternityofpriests.org and
give using your credit card and
our secure servers.

W

ity ‘
ﬁ:ﬂqsﬁg@/ Y

Please remember to pray for your
parish priest and al priests who serve
throughout the world!

Please send us your prayer intentions:
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THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in

Fraternity of Priests, Inc. and through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his
Franciscan University heart. Give him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide
Steubenville, OH 43952-9671 him always. Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior.
Phone: (740) 283-4400 Possess his soul, take over his entire personality and life. Replace him
Fax: (740) 283-3622 with yourself. Incline him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray

Email: contact@fraternityofpriests.org  in and through him. Let him live in you and keep him in this intimate
http://www.fraternityofpriests.org ~ union always.

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests,
c%—_— pray and intercede for (.....). Amen.
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