Fraternity of Priests Goes to Slovenia

Itissort of ajokein Slovenia. When
asked, “What are the three largest
Slovenian cities in the world?” the
answer is, “Ljubljana, Maribor and
Cleveland.” That’'s right! The city of
Cleveland has between 60,000 and
80,000 Slovenian immigrants. It was
fitting then, asanative Clevelander, that
| should go to Sloveniaand sow the seeds
of Fraternity among their clergy.

Slovenia is the most northern part
of what was Y ugoslavia. About the size
of New Jersey, thisrelatively prosperous
country of two million inhabitants
borders Italy, Austria, Hungry, Croatia
and the Adriatic Sea. The country has
much physical beauty: lush forests,
fertileplains, aportion of the Julian Alps,
the limestone mountains in the east
called the Kras, and just a sample of the
blue waters of the Adriatic.

However, over forty years of
Communist rule by Tito has taken its
toll. Though the Church was not

Fr. Bob Franco listens intently to the presenters.
(Fr. Franco seated in left foreground)

By Fr. Bob Franco, Cleveland Fraternity

The group begins to assemble
and gather for the conference.

outwardly persecuted, social and
economic advancement depended on
belonging to the Communist party. The
Church’smoral influence on society was
shut down. Even today, ten years after
the collapse of Communism in
Y ugoslavia, the abortion rate almost
equalsthebirth rate. Slovenia ssuicide
rateis the second highest in Europe.
| joined up with Renewal
Ministries, which had been working
with renewal leadersin Sloveniafor a
number of years. This mission in
Slovenia, May 16-24, would consist
of two FIRE rallies, anumber of street
evangelization events, and a priest
retreat.

After aday of travel and getting
settled in at our homebasein Ljubljana,
the team pressed on to Maribor for an
evening receptionwiththeBishop. The
FIRE rally washeld thefollowing day.
It was unlike the FIRE rally | had
experiencedinthe United States. Each
talk wasfollowed by aprayer ministry

time. Itwasherethat | cameto know some
of the burdens and pains the people of
Sloveniasuffer. In both FIRE rallies, the
Lord used these moments to set His
peoplefree.

Onthelighter side, thefirst person |
prayed within Maribor, Peter, ministered
to Fr. Mike Scanlan and myself in a
providentia way. Our team wasto report
to the busimmediately after the closing
mass for the trip back to Ljubljana and
the next day’s FIRE rally. Since we had
to take off our vestments for mass, we
cameout to theparking lot afew minutes
late, only to see our bus driving away
without us! Though my shoutingandarm
waving did not attract the attention of
anyoneonthebus, | did get theattention
of someone along theroad wherethe bus
wastraveling. Y ouguessedit! It wasPeter.
Hewas ableto flag down the busand we
were able to board.

...theLord used these
momentsto set His
people free.

Twenty-three priests from all three
diocese of Slovenia (Ljubljana, Maribor
and Koper) attended the retreat in Celje.
The focus of the retreat was Pope John
Paul’s apostolic letter Novo Millennio
Ineunte, the Pope’s plan for the new
millennium. Ralph Martin, Fr. Mike
Scanlan and Peter Hrbeck challenged the
priests: “put out into the deep.” They
taught that parishes were to become

...continued on page 3
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Dear Friends of the Priesthood,

How isyour Summer going? Hopefully itis
restful and rejuvenating for you and your loved
ones. ThismonthI’dliketo shareareflectionon
Lk. 9:51, 57-62. Biblical scholars tell us that
verse 51 is the turning point of Luke's Gospel
where Jesus “resolutely determined to journey
to Jerusalem” to face Hispassion and death. I'm
sure He wasn’t crazy about going there, and He
probably dreaded the idea. However, He was
“determined” to go and He set His sights on the
journey tofulfill Hisfather’ swill for our salvation.
Stop for just amoment: think of how much you
mean to God!! The rest of Luke's Gospel
describes this journey to Jerusalem.

Vv. 57-62 describes three “would-be”
followersof Jesus. Thefirst tellsthe Lord that he
will follow Him anywhere. Jesus tells him how
difficultitistobeadisciple. Helaysall thecards
out onthetable: foxeshave dens, birdshavenests,
“but the Son of Man hasnowheretolay Hishead”.
It'sasif the Lord issaying, “if you would follow
M e, count the cost and know what you aredoing.”
So often the responseto the L ord doesn’ t seem to
make much of adifferenceto people; yet, it makes
al the differencein theworld!

Jesusinvites asecond person to follow who
responds, “Lord, let me go first and bury my
father.” Jesus response to this reguest seems
heartless and harsh, “Let the dead bury their
dead.” Let’slook at thisabit. Perhapstheman’s
father isn’t dead or even near death; maybeheis
still a young man. When the Lord calls, that
moment isthecritical moment, not at somefuture
time when | think I might be more ready to
respond (when I’ m holier, or morefree, or richer,
etc.). If | put off the response to a later time, |
might miss the call altogether. When the Lord
knocks at the door, the challenge of the moment
isto openthedoor—as St. Paul remindsus, “Now
is the acceptable time, now is the moment of
salvation” (2Cor. 6. 2).

To the third “would-be”

Editor’s Box:

Please send all articles, comments
and photos to the editor, Fr. Ray
Ratzenberger, ratz@theriver.com, or,

follower who asks to say
farewell to his family Jesus
paintsavividimage: “No one
who sets a hand to the plow
and looks to what was left

P.O. Box 2198, Benson, AZ 85602,
U.SA., or, Fax: (520) 586-39109.

Newsletter Co-editor, Rev.
Cuthbert Alexander, can beemailed at
cuttief @carib-link.net.

behind is fit for the kingdom
of God.” The Lord always
calls us forward; if we keep
looking back at what we’ve
left, we'll have disastrous
results. It’slikedriving down
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a highway with
ones hands on the
steering wheel and
ones eyes riveted
to the back seat—
disastrous! How
many of us keep
looking back to
the “good ole
days” —our
churcheswerefull,
people had more
respect, etc. The
reality is that the
Lord is calling us
here and now, the “good ole days’ are history;
the Lord of history calls us forward. Thereisa
great rose window in Precious Blood Church in
Woonsocket, Rhode Island (where | am pastor) of
St. George slaying a dragon. It contains two
simple Latinwordswhich | believe should bethe
motto for every Christian: “Numquam retro”—
"Never backwards!”

When the Lord knocks at the
door, the challenge of the
moment is to open the door

As Jesus resol utely sets His mind to journey
to Jerusalem and to the crossfor our salvation, He
invites His disciples to journey with Him and to
have the same determination. It is not an easy
journey, it callsfor the cross, but our responseis
critical and forward. The Lord invites us as He
hasinvited disciplesfor centuries, “Follow Me!”

As we in the Fraternity of Priests seek to
respond wholeheartedly tothe Lord’ scall, and to
bring other priests along with us, please know
that your prayers and generosity are vital. Itis
the prayers and donations of our friends and
benefactorsthat enablesusto continueto proclaim
amessage of hope and restoration to our brother
priests. Once again, thank you and God bless
you. Remember to pray for your parish priest.

In Jesus,

?A, %

Fr. John
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...continued from page 1

schools of prayersand communitiesthat
evangelized.

It was at this point that | was ableto
deliver the message of Fraternity of
Priests. The call of the priest to be holy
and to evangelize would be greatly
strengthened when he knows the
encouragement of brother priests. | shared
my witnessof how the Fraternity of Priests
strengthened me in my priesthood and
ministry. The priestsattending theretreat
responded with many comments and
guestions. Ralph Martin gave the
Fraternity an endorsement by
encouraging the other prieststo havethe
Fraternity of Priests return to Slovenia
for aconference.

Thecall of thepriest tobeholy
and to evangelize would be
greatly strengthened when he
knows the encour agement of
brother priests.

That afternoon | met Fr. Zoran
Kodela of the diocese of Maribor. He
and another priest from his diocese,
during a trip to the USA ayear earlier,
had visited Visitation House and the
New Jersey fraternity and had been
impressed by the Fraternity of Priests at
that time. He asked me that afternoon if
their priest gathering in Maribor could
be considered a Fraternity. They were
seeking to live out the Fraternity of
Priests as best they knew it. | said, “Of
course,” and reiterated our desire to
return for a Fraternity conference.

Fr. Mike Scanlan, TOR
listensto a question.

Immediately after the retreat, | was
whisked away to the city of Kranj, where
| engaged in street evangelization. This
consisted of arally outside of the local
Catholic parish. Thischurchwasnestled
among cafes and shops. This busy area
was a wonderful place to sing songs of
praise and preach the gospel. The local
prayer group provided a sound system,
chairs, a music group, and translators. |
was joined by two of the Renewal
Ministries team. We witnessed and

preached between groupings of songs. |
led peopleintherenewal of their baptismal
promises, prayers of surrender to Jesus
Christ, and yielding to the Holy Spirit. It
was herethat the Holy Spirit prompted me
tolead the peoplein atimeof inner healing.
| trust that the Lord was healing some of
the wounds that result from political
oppression and family disintegration. Our
outdoor rally concluded with massinside
the church (whichwas packed!) and atime
of prayer ministry.

Sr. Ann Shields, Sr. Sarah, Peter
Hrbeck and | travel ed together tothe USA
on Ascension Thursday. | wasableto cel-
ebrate mass for usin Frankfort, Germany
between flights. The words of Jesus that
day fromthe Gospel of L uke: “repentance,
for the forgiveness of sins, would be
preached in hisnametoall thenations...”
were especially meaningful. Though the
people of Sloveniaspeak adifferent lan-
guage and have a different history and
culture, we share acommon need: salva-
tioninJesusChrist. And though | am sepa-
rated from the priests of Slovenia by al-

most fivethousand

Sl i : ~ i miles, we are
.. ooyenia - .22 joined by a com-
T el e % L
- = o AUt LR M.t mon mission that

XTI
\‘N\“-‘ iy e T = i 2 .
e WA T —gMEaze e Jesus gives us:
lale ey T o S| Mmakedisciplesof
T utheriea By al the nations...”
- L)
Tl 1 zmn-'bk T lnwlpm el (M aIthe'W 28.19).
L :-.
o b ST
4 ﬁm Llub arm |;-..-"--_
b = - Autimrn '}‘IE::II - --\"‘-\-5"\_\. -r'\-_'_'
Tt ., Fualjci !-__I
”‘E\_E." Tia, =Y
h"':'__i‘ill‘:;.'h ::..‘___qu.r""': iy -5“:'::
: el

Please send us your prayer intentions:
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Do you know anyone who would like

t

oreceive our Newsletter ?
(Please print legibly)

Name

Street

City, State and Zip
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THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and through him.
Think your thoughtsin his mind, love through his heart. Give him your own disposition and
fedlings. Teach, lead and guide him always. Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts
and behavior. Possess his soul, take over his entire personality and life. Replace himwith
yourself. Incline himto constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let
him live in you and keep himin thisintimate union always.

Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray and intercede
for (.....). Amen.
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