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“In the heart of a world
desiccated by rationalistic
skepticism a new experience of the
Holy Spirit has come about,
amounting to a worldwide renewal
movement. What the New
Testament describes, with
reference to the charisms, as
visible signs of the coming of the
Spirit is no longer merely ancient,
past history – this history is
becoming a burning reality today.”
(Pope Benedict XVI)

The theme of the Priests,
Deacons, Seminarians Conference
in Steubenville this year was
“Shepherds After God’s Heart”. It
was based on Jeremiah 3:15: “I will
appoint over you shepherds
after my own heart, who will
shepherd you wisely and
prudently.”

I have missed only a few of
these Conferences since 1982.
Every Conference I have
attended has been spiritually
enriching and a refreshing
experience of fraternity; this year
was no exception!

I always enjoy returning to
Steubenville and renewing
acquaintances from the 5 years that
I lived there. I had the privilege to
be part of a Men’s group my first
year living in Steubenville. One of
the members of that group was

Mark Nehrbas, now Executive
Director of Christian Outreach and
Host for the Summer Conferences.
Some months ago Mark asked me
to be part of a 3-man panel to
“share experiences of how we have
integrated charismatic renewal,
or principles of renewal, into
parish ministries.”

There were a wonderful variety
of presenters and topics, all related,
of course, to the main theme of
“Shepherds after God’s Heart”.
Bishop Joseph Faber MacDonald
of New Brunswick, Canada, set the
theme in motion. He reviewed the
“cloud of witnesses” from the Old
Testament to the New reminding us
that Jesus said that the Holy Spirit
“will be my witness” and pointing
out that the Holy Spirit was witness
to all the events from Abraham to
Jesus . “The Holy Spirit is revealed
as the source of holiness and call”,
as prayed in the third Eucharistic
Prayer: “…all holiness comes from
you (Father) through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, by the
working of the Holy Spirit.”

Each morning, Fr. Francis
Martin pursued the controversial
topic of “Male and Female”. In his
usual insightful manner, Francis
delved into the topics of
“Communion and Conflict; “The
Christian Community and Family”,

and finally “The Gift of Celibacy.”
With scriptural and patristic
abundance, Francis stirred the
brethren to thundering applause and
contemplative wonderment! One of
his comments that struck me, as a
Carmelite, was “Baptism in the
Holy Spiri t  is  essential ly  a
contemplative grace.” Francis’
treatment on “Celibacy” was one
of the most helpful presentations
I have ever heard. He situated
cel ibacy in “the kingdom”,
quoting from Matthew 19 “…and
there are those who have made
themselves eunuchs because  of
the kingdom.” Celibacy is a “gift
of the Spirit, not for efficiency but
for worship.”

Each afternoon Fr.  John
Gordon, of the Newark Fraternity
and presently director of the Pre-
Theology program at  the
University of  Steubenville, led the
Life in the Spirit Seminar. With his
gift of enthusiasm and prayerful
insights, John brought down the
fire of the Holy Spirit, like Elijah
did in the Book of Kings, which
we read at the Liturgies during the
week! Each afternoon, also, the
brothers of the Fraternity led small
sharing groups of the other priests
and deacons, in the style of our
weekly Fraternity gatherings.

Fr. Richard Champigny, O.Carm.
Church of St. Jude, Boca Raton, FL
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 Rev.                1
Domenico  
Pinti 
Tucson, AZ

                      2
Pope
Benedict XVI

Rev.                 3
David  
Reinders  
Tucson, AZ

Rev.                4
Liam  
Leahy  
Tucson, AZ

Rev.                5
Carlos  
Cocio  
Tucson, AZ

Rev.                6
Ray  
Ratzenberger
Tucson, AZ

Rev.                 7
Joseph 
Baker  
Tucson, AZ

Rev.                8
Henry  
Dauphinais M.S. 
Tucson, AZ

Rev.                9
James  
Hobert 
Tucson, AZ

Rev.               10
Isaac  
Fynn  
Tucson, AZ

Rev.               11
John  
Williamson
Tucson, AZ

Rev.              12
Francis
Iber  
Tucson, AZ

Rev.              13
Dale 
Branson  
Tucson, AZ

Rev.               14
Godfrey 
Oparaekwe 
Tucson, AZ

Rev.              15
Pietro  
Hewlet 
Ukraine

Rev.              16
James  
Roetzer
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               17
Norm  
Clisch
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               18
Darryl 
Pepin
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               19
Raymond 
Zeugner
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.              20
Ray  
Hoefgen 
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               21
Michael  
Steber
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               22
Ted  
Brodeur
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               23
Christopher
Gardiner
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               24
Larry
Vandamme
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               25
Cyriac 
Kottayarikil
Upper Peninsula, 
MI

Rev.               26
Stephen
Kantubog
Wa, West Africa

Rev.              27
Evarist
Kuuwulong
Wa, West Africa

Rev.               28
John 
Kpan
Wa, West Africa

Rev.               29
Henry
Dondzila
R.I.P

Rev.               30
Robert
Conlin, T.O.R.
R.I.P




