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A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

O Fesuz, Erermald High Priess, lve in (namie of priest), act s lin, speak in
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fim afwavs, Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughis and belhavior
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Possess Kz soul, wake over his eniire personaliny and Hfe. Replace him
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O Mary, Imgeilate Conceprion, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priesis,
pray dnd fitercede for () Arien,
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“Tao gather priests to Christ and to one another to proclaim...”

[SITATION

Priests, Deacons, and Seminarians Conference

“In the heart of a world
desiccated by rationalistic
skepticism a new experience of the
Holy Spirit has come about,
amounting to a worldwide renewal
movement. What the New
Testament describes, with
reference to the charisms, as
visible signs of the coming of the
Spirit is no longer merely ancient,
past history — this history is
becoming a burning reality today.”
(Pope Benedict XVI)

The theme of the Priests,
Deacons, Seminarians Conference
in Steubenville this year was
“Shepherds After God’s Heart”. It
was based on Jeremiah 3:15: “I will
appoint over you shepherds
after my own heart, who will
shepherd you wisely and
prudently.”

I have missed only a few of
these Conferences since 1982.
Every Conference 1 have
attended has been spiritually
enriching and a refreshing
experience of fraternity; this year
was no exception!

I always enjoy returning to
Steubenville and renewing
acquaintances from the 5 years that
I lived there. I had the privilege to
be part of a Men’s group my first
year living in Steubenville. One of
the members of that group was

Fr. Richard Champigny, O.Carm.
Church of St. Jude, Boca Raton, FL

Mark Nehrbas, now Executive
Director of Christian Outreach and
Host for the Summer Conferences.
Some months ago Mark asked me
to be part of a 3-man panel to
“share experiences of how we have
integrated charismatic renewal,
or principles of renewal, into
parish ministries.”

There were a wonderful variety
of presenters and topics, all related,
of course, to the main theme of
“Shepherds after God’s Heart”.
Bishop Joseph Faber MacDonald
of New Brunswick, Canada, set the
theme in motion. He reviewed the
“cloud of witnesses” from the Old
Testament to the New reminding us
that Jesus said that the Holy Spirit
“will be my witness” and pointing
out that the Holy Spirit was witness
to all the events from Abraham to
Jesus . “The Holy Spirit is revealed
as the source of holiness and call”,
as prayed in the third Eucharistic
Prayer: “...all holiness comes from
you (Father) through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, by the
working of the Holy Spirit.”

Each morning, Fr. Francis
Martin pursued the controversial
topic of “Male and Female”. In his
usual insightful manner, Francis
delved into the topics of
“Communion and Conflict; “The
Christian Community and Family”,

and finally “The Gift of Celibacy.”
With scriptural and patristic
abundance, Francis stirred the
brethren to thundering applause and
contemplative wonderment! One of
his comments that struck me, as a
Carmelite, was “Baptism in the
Holy Spirit is essentially a
contemplative grace.” Francis’
treatment on “Celibacy” was one
of the most helpful presentations
I have ever heard. He situated
celibacy in “the kingdom”,
quoting from Matthew 19 “...and
there are those who have made
themselves eunuchs because of
the kingdom.” Celibacy is a “gift
of the Spirit, not for efficiency but
for worship.”

Each afternoon Fr. John
Gordon, of the Newark Fraternity
and presently director of the Pre-
Theology program at the
University of Steubenville, led the
Life in the Spirit Seminar. With his
gift of enthusiasm and prayerful
insights, John brought down the
fire of the Holy Spirit, like Elijah
did in the Book of Kings, which
we read at the Liturgies during the
week! Each afternoon, also, the
brothers of the Fraternity led small
sharing groups of the other priests
and deacons, in the style of our
weekly Fraternity gatherings.

...continued on page 3



Dear Friends of the Priesthood
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Edivor's Box:

Please send all anicles,
commeants and phoios
o the edige, Fro Bill
Coszrove viae-mall a
frhill line ¢
or fax 1o 345-227-
1951,

Mewsletler material
friom all Fraterniiy
members 15 gratefully
accepled!

sy we celebrated as Fraternity a

summer get-together. This is

something we do in Providence
during the summertime. We invited our
fraternity brothers from Worcesier to join
us. We were thirteen brothers in all
enjoving fellowship at a lake bowse, with
goind foodd, Tun and (the fraemnity chosen
pastime ) —CRIBBAGE, As the psalmisi
zays, “How pood it is when brothers are
ong 7 I was a hot, bot day, ver we braved
the heat and bad a ball. T bhave o admit
that being with a bunch of priests can
really be fun!! The food was soono good:
stuffed loin of pork, antipasio, womalo
salad, baked ziti with sausage, and the
centerpiece, chicken BEoman sivle (thank
you Ciiada Dil.auretis),

I was thinking: how important il is,
especially in summertime when things
slow down a bit, o conmect with people,
e “hunld community”. Our lves are so
busy and s0 stressed—what o stress
breaker o0 be with the people you love
and just enjov each other, You really can
sense the Lord’s presence, This is
fratermity al s best! What a gift we
are b each other!

Well, this is my last message o you
as chairman of the board. 1 did el vou a
vear ago that it was just for a vear. 1 will
miss s commumication. 've been
invodved with the Fraternity of Pricsts for
over twenly-five years, I has been a life-
line o me in s0 many wivs, As you read
this note a new chairman has been
appoinied—spray for him. This 15 sech an
important work! Hopefully his messages
to vou will be inspirational and nof
horing like mine?!

I wani o thank vou all for thee many
blessings of vour prayers over the vears—
knwrw oy that T {we) pray for you and your
inlentions, Continue to pray for vour
parizh priest. These are wough times and
we ofien wonder if we are appreciated.
The real challenge | see iz that we priesis
not settle for heing “alter Christus” {other
Christs), bt “ipse Chrisius™ (Christ
himseliy, God has high hopes for us, “high
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hopes as high
as the sky-

Ihopes™.
Ko thil
| will b

offering a Mass
for  all  your
ilenlions
thanksgiving
for all  your
pravers and

generosity
over the years, | am French-Canadian, and
we have a phrase for “good-hye”; it is
“Adien” which translates (o "o God™, This
is nol good-bye from me o you, il is a
wish that you be with God, in prayver [
cominend vou o im. Thank you and God
bless you.

I Jesus,
I
Ir. John

5. Hi, Emuma, on City Island, MNew
YWork—I hope all s well.

Fraternity Financial Report
Ome of the obhjectives for the Fraternity
of Priesis is o inform our donors about
the ongoing financial health and details
of the organization, We're providing
this information o help communicate
our specific need and o thank those
many Taithful benefaciors who help
make our service possible. Thank you!

Monihly Donation Budget: 56, 304,04

—S10.960.00
Budget Surplus (shortage)  $5.204.00

Actual Donations:

Curvenl as of June 30, 200K,
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ooRiniied from page §

The Priest track ecach aflermaon
wis on “Deliverance™ given by
Henri Lemay, from Ooawa. Henri
delved into the “what's™  and
“how's" of Deliverance and the
importance of being well informed
and confident in our role as
ministers of the flock o face such
situations with the confidence of the
Haoly Spirit, who Jesus promised
wonld always be with us,

There were a few special
highlights. Fr. Don Calloway, MIC
gave lis personal testmony of how
the Holy Spirit worked in his life,
bringing him from a pagan lifestyle
on the path o sell=destruction by
age 15, o entering a Religious
Commmundty and serving the Church
and  especially youth by his
powerful witness, Patly Gallagher
Manszlield, ome the original
members of the Atk and the Dove
prayer  group  al  Duguesne
University in Pittsburgh, shared a
video of her presentation o the
Holv Father, thanking the Holy
Father for his support of ihe
Renewal movements in the Church.
Patti was chosen o represent all the
renewial movements that have
come into the Church in our time.
Ehe was a worthy “representer”

The highlight of the week for
e andd 1 believe for the Fratemity,
wias the panel presentation on
Tuesday evening of  the
Conference. 1 had the privilege of
Demg parl of 2 theee-man leam o
present our expericnces of  “how
we have integrated the charismatic
renewal, or principles of renewal
inte parish ministries”. The other
two presenters wene Fr. Bob Franco,
of the Cleveland Fraternity and
long time Taithful leader of the

Fratermity and former member of
the Fraternity of Priest’s Board of
Directors. Bob has never missed a
Fratermity gathering and alwavs
brings his guwitar and enthusiasm w
share with the brodhers, 1T anyone
deserves special recognition among
ihe broihers, it is certainly Bob
Franco! Fr. Tim Gralf, of the
Mewark Fraternity was the third
member of the panel, Tim has been
part of the Newark Fralemity since
he was a seminarian. He also is a
dependable, faithful brother and
hies ledd the Fratermity as Chairman
of the Board and Missionary of the
Fraternity o many  foreign
countries, estahlizshing several new
Fratemities around the world.

We gave aboul a seven-minute
presentation each and then opened
the Moor 1O questions Or Comments.
Fr. John Gordon was the moderator
of the evening. Bob and Tim shared
their  experiences o special
programs that they have in place
in their parishes w lead people inio
a deeper life in the Spirie. As ihey
spoke | ocould see how their
personal involvement and example
wis being used powerfully by the
Spirit 1o accomplish his work in
their ministries!

This was especially obvious in
the guestion period. For example
one question was: "Uan a parish be
Catholic and not charismatic™? Bob
was elogquent and forceful in his
response that a Parish cannol be
Coatholic if it is nod living the life of
ihe Holy Spirit, 1 don’t remember
all the exact words of both Bob and
Tim bur I was in awe of my
Fraternity beothers™ clear and
dynamic responses! | shared some
insighis 1 had received from talking

tir Habsie Bleasdell of Trinidad,
Recognizing that the Renewal is
approaching its 40" anniversary in
the Catholic Church, she wondered
where the fre was and suggested
that part of what has aken place 15
that the “gifis” of the Spirit have
hecome “minisiries” in the Church
and  perhaps  are now  more
instutonalized, than charsmatic,
We speak olten of the “ministry of
healing”, and seem 1o have relegated
that gift (o healing Masses and
services and are not so enthusiastic
o respond o the needs of others
oulsick of such setlings.

Another awareness thal came (o
me was thal our parishes already
“helong™ we the Holy Spiril. We don’i
bring the Holy Spint w the Pansh, b
hee i5 already there) we are alneasdy his,
T paraphrase Pope John Pawl 11, the
Great, as he said in his 1981
“Fanidliarls Consorfic”, we are Spiril-
lilled parishes, we must “become
what we ane”,

I shared part of the homdly T was
inspired o preach for Trinity Sunday.
In it I gave my personal experience
of e Holy Spant in my life, includiag
the gifls | have used, amd continwe o
wse s L am led, of “praying in ongues,
healing, discernment, preaching,
knowledge and undersianding and a
whole new and excitng desire and
insight into the Sacred Scriptures”. |
shared oo, my awareness that in (he
Sacrament of Cyders are contained all
the gifis we need o miniser w the
people of God entrusted w0 our care.

Fr. Michael Scanlan. TOR,
Chancellor of the University, said
afterwards that we, the panel, had
shared “things we never talked abou
before”. The Holy Spiril was very
present!

Please send us your prayer intentions:
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