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ISSUE 3

Being Annointed
By Fr. Frances Dabre
Recently a young man came to
me and said with great sincerity
“Father I am full of the Holy Spirit.
I am delighted and happy.
Something is happening to me!”
He had just attended one of our
retreats here in India and had
experienced the infilling of the
Holy Spirit. Yes, I told him, it is
possible and the Spirit can work
wonders in our lives as long as we
are open and welcoming of the
Spirit. This is only one of the
examples and lived experiences of
those who have attended our
Charismatic Retreats. I myself took
part in a retreat following the
annual Fraternity Conference this
past August in Slovenia. I did feel
that same “super power” come into
me. Now I am free with the power
of the Holy Spirit. The door of the
Upper Room is always open
waiting for us to enter in and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.
I Jesus is Anointed
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, he has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor, and he has
sent me…” (Lk 4:18-19) In fact this
is the manifesto of Jesus, after the
Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus
he starts his mission, he is anointed
“And Jesus, when he was
baptized, went up straight away
out of the water: and, lo the
heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God

descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him. And lo a voice
from heaven saying, ‘This is my
beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased’.” (Mt 3:16-17) Here again
we see the coming of the Holy
Spirit on Jesus. He is filled with the
POWER of the Holy Spirit. He is
ready to launch his mission. Jesus
was fully connected with God the
Father whom he consulted before
ever making a major decision. “And
Jesus, being full of the Holy Spirit,
returned from the Jordan, and was
led by the Spirit into the
wilderness.” (Lk 4:1)
II The Apostles Are Anointed
with Mary, our Mother
“And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of fire, and
it sat upon each of them. And they
were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
(Acts 2:3-4) Still fearfully confined
in the Upper Room, not knowing
what was before them; they prayed
devoutly. With Pentecost and being
filled with the Holy Spirit their fear
disappears and a new life begins
for them. Being neither fearful nor
anxious they are ready to die for
Jesus! One wonders, where did
these persons got such POWER!!
Clearly the transformation happens
once they were anointed by the
Holy Spirit. They are ready for
their world-wide mission. We know

that the Apostles went to the ends of
the earth proclaiming the Good
News, like Thomas here in India
giving their lives for Jesus. What
could have motivated them so? It is
the anointing by the Holy Spirit!
III The Church Is Anointed
As we know the Church, our
Mother, is the Bride of Christ. He
loves her. He is present where two
or more are gathered in his name.
She is Mother and Teacher. It is the
hierarchy, our Pope and Bishops,
who are also anointed to carry on
the work of Jesus. It is the mandate
given to the Church. When the Pope
or our local Bishop make a decision,
we trust that they do so under the
anointment of the Holy Spirit.
IV We Too Are Anointed
All of us, baptized in the name
of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit are also anointed and sent to
proclaim the Good News to all.
Later, in the Sacrament of
Confirmation, we are made even
more ready to preach and use the
charisms to build the Kingdom of
God as it was envisioned by Jesus.
So we become as it were, the ones
sent like Jesus was, to bring salvation
to all peoples everywhere. The same
Spirit, in different ways leads the
priesthood of all the faithful and the
ministerial priesthood to carry on the
work of Jesus Christ.
...continued on page 3
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to receive our Newsletter?
(Please print legibly)
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G

od has a long reach. He
reached from eternity into
time, from Spirit into matter,
from the Eternal Day into our darkened
world-all through Jesus Christ, the Word
made Flesh. This is the message of Christmas. However, this truth is also worthy of
our reflection as we enter the season of Lent.
God’s reach into our world through
the Word made Flesh not only affirms the
dignity of our humanity. The Incarnation
shows us how to make this a good Lent.
Our bodies are not some sort of superfluous feature of our human makeup. We
need to remember that:
·Jesus Christ saved the world through
the sacrificial offering of his body on
the cross at Calvary.
·He also said that whatever we would
do for or against the least of our brothers and sisters, we do for or against him.
The sacrifice of his body on the cross
and a particular ongoing presence of Jesus
in our neediest brothers and sisters hearken
to the fact that Jesus has come to redeem
us, body and soul. The whole of our being
is important to God. We are not souls in a
body. We are a fusion of spirit and matter.
It is only right that Lent involve the
body is some manner. Each of the traditional Lenten penances has a bodily aspect. Prayer involves placing ourselves,
body and soul, in the presence of God.
Fasting deprives our bodies the comforts
(types and amounts of food, sleep, TV/
radio chatter, et cetera) they desire.
Almsgiving demonstrates our care for
Jesus Christ in our needier brothers and
sisters. These offerings, joined to Jesus
Christ and his sacrifice, allow us to participate in the redeeming work of Christ.
The Fraternity disciplines of fasting
and tithing are disciplines of the body.
Besides freeing us from the grip of our
whim and fancy, these disciplines conform
us to Jesus Christ, who fasted for us and
gave his whole life for us. In bringing the
redeeming grace of Jesus Christ to our
generation, it is only fitting that we imitate our Lord in every aspect of his earthly
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life.
Our
bodily penances, small
though they
may seem,
are conduits
of the grace
of Christ to
the people of
our time.
F i n a l l y,
the offering
of our bodies
through the Lenten penances of
almsgiving, prayer and fasting orient us
toward our resurrection of the dead. Yes,
St. Paul teaches, “…we would rather leave
the body and go home to the Lord.” (II
Corinthians 5:8b) However, the mystery is
completed when “...all who are in the tombs
will hear his voice and will come out, those
who have done good deeds, to the resurrection of the just.” (John 5:28-29)
To our donors: please remember the
Fraternity of Priests with your Lenten
prayers, fasting and almsgiving. To my
brother priests: joyfully embrace holy penance! We are the channels of God’s long
reach to our generation.
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Bob Franco

Fraternity Financial Report

One of the objectives for the Fraternity of
Priests is to inform our donors about the
ongoing financial health and details of the
organization. We’re providing this
information to help communicate our
specific need and to thank those many
faithful benefactors who help make our
service possible. Thank you!
Monthly Donation Budget: $4,750.00
Actual Donations: $2,662.00
Budget Surplus (shortage): ($2,088.00)
Current as of December 31, 2011.
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V Need to Be Re-Anointed in
the Spirit
The Charismatic Renewal is
doing great work in this part of
the world. It is a new way of us
being a Church. In India we see
the Holy Spirit being poured out
on all who ask for it. I can see
daily that the Renewal is adding
more and more people to the list
of those who are anointed. It is
the on-going miracle for the
growth of our local church that
more and more of our bishops and
priests as well as the lay faithful
have been spiritually renewed by
the experience of charismatic
prayer. One day we ourselves will
see another Day of Pentecost when
all will be filled with the POWER
of the Holy Spirit. It is my
conviction that all nations will
follow Jesus calling on his name
for salvation.
In order to accomplish this,
what is needed is for all those
presently committed to the work
of evangelization to make
themselves available for a reanointment, a refreshment in the
Baptism of the Holy Spirit. There
is no such thing as permanent
conversion. It is not enough to be
filled with the Holy Spirit during
the annual charismatic retreat. We
all leak. We all need to go deeper.
There are still some who have
what you might call a secondhand faith that has been handed
down to them by their parents.
This has got to become a
personally experienced faith that
they can claim is honestly their
own. Great efforts are being made
in my country to provide many
opportunities for this to happen.

VI In Conclusion
“All those who are heavily
burdened, come to me, I will give
you REST.” (Mt 11:28)
The good Lord is inviting us
to experience him fully and be
anointed in the Holy Spirit. Jesus
has promised us that he is the One

who has come to give us life, life
to fullness (Jn10:10). Let us all
them make a U-Turn in our lives.
Go to Jesus fully to be anointed.
Find the reason for being in Jesus
Christ.
Father Dabre is a long-time Fraternity
member and writes from India.

The Exchange Corner ~ (Something New)
- Father Mike Roy, Editor
I wonder if there would be any interest in allowing a certain amount
of space in our monthly newsletter for an exchange of ideas among
ourselves of what might be happening that is bearing some fruit in our
lives or ministry. As a Fraternity we are called “to draw priests to Christ
and one another for the purpose of proclaiming the Kingdom of God.”
For example, recently I have felt the Holy Spirit encouraging me to
equip my people for the new evangelization by somehow enabling them
to do something they were never trained to do – speak about faith, to
give some testimony to what I believe and why I believe. I also felt
that the “keepers of the flame” at the present time are the grandparents
who can have a very significant influence on the younger generation
but who are often intimidated into silence.
Soon after all this I found an advertisement that was making an
offer you could not refuse – DynamicCatholic.com was willing to make
available a bestselling book “Rediscovering Catholicism” for only three
dollars a copy. What a bargain! After ordering a hundred books we set
up two gathering times, morning and evening with the express purpose
of reading, discussing and practicing talking about what we believe
and why. The book is an easy read, inspiring and lends itself easily to
lively, enthusiastic exchanges. The big thing is that a core group people
are sticking with it even looking forward to the gatherings.
The organization founded by Matthew Kelly is committed to
developing Catholic learning centers that engage people in conversation
about the treasures of our Catholic faith, equip modern Catholics to
live their faith in this ever changing world, give Catholics a reason to
feel good about being Catholic again, energize them to participate more
fully and ignite a desire for continuous learning and best practices. In
this parish it is working. It’s a beginning. As a matter of fact most of
the participants bought multiple copies of the book to hand out as
Christmas Presents recently.
If anyone else has some good news to share, please don’t hesitate
to email me at editor@fraternityofpriests.org. It would certainly be great
to hear from you and to build one another up.
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