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Issue 4

O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always.
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul,
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.
O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray
and intercede for (.....). Amen.

As I write this, I learned that the
Vatican is going to open a case for
possible canonization on a Brazilian
man named Guido Schäffer. What
makes him even more fascinating
is that he lived in our time, having
died in 2009. He was a seminarian,
on the edge of becoming a priest.
He was also a doctor and a surfer.
Yes, a surfer. While surfing off
of Rio de Janeiro, he suffered an
injury to his neck and drowned.
He was thirty-four years old. It is a
tragedy, but a blessing to learn that
the Archdiocese of Rio De Janeiro
already declared him a servant of
God and that the Vatican is opening
a canonization case for him in May.
The inspiration here is important.
Like Pier Giorgi Frassati, Guido
Schäffer was a young, sports
oriented youth who sought to serve
God fully. According to the website
for promoting his message and his
cause: guidoschaffer.com.br, the
young Brazilian taught that all our
actions should show the love of God.
The inspiration of this and
many other of his words leads me
to remember this teaching when
instructing the youth of my parish,
as well as others. I must admit I can
get discouraged when I do not see
younger people at mass and others
tell me that the most important thing
I must remember in my homilies
is to keep them short. God raises
people like Guido Schäffer up

to remind us that He is working
even when we feel our words are
not effective. I am inspired by this
powerful seminarian who calls us to
be focused on God always. “Love,”
he taught, “is to search for God all
the time.” It is a lesson that I will use
in an upcoming Confirmation class.
We need people like Guido
Schäffer to speak to a generation
that does not understand God and
maybe sees the way of the saint
as the pious man or woman of the
monastery and not the young surfer
off the coast of Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. Let us be honest, many of
us when we think of the beaches of
Rio de Janeiro, which by the way is
also the home of Carnaval are not
immediately going to think of them
as the place of a powerful, youthful
saint, despite being the home of
World Youth Day in 2013. However,
in our time, a young surfer “dude”
who had a tremendous love for God
and zeal for bringing people to his
kingdom also participated in that
sport on those beaches regularly.
He used the charismatic gifts,
he attended daily mass, frequent
confession and adoration. He
studied and prayed with the Word of
God. He prayed the daily rosary, the
breviary, the office of the Immaculate
Conception and three daily Hail
Marys for which he prayed to Our
Lady that he may reach holiness.
The website also cites his spiritual

mentors; three of which are St. Paul
the Apostle, St. Francis Assisi and St.
Pio of Pietrelclina. He also practiced
the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
of Loyola.
When, I reflect on this man, I
remember that he only died in 2009.
I do not mean that to say his death is
so recent, as much to say, he lived in
a world similar to mine with all the
technology, reality and experiences
of today. An example, Brazil is one
of the most technologically advanced
countries in the world. Many,
when they think of South America,
instantly imagine a world from the
1800’s. This is far from the truth in
much of the continent. Someone
asked me if they had McDonald’s in
Brazil. (Yes and they have electricity
too, generated by one of the world’s
most
technologically
advanced
hyroelectric plants.)
Brazilians use many of the
technological tools we do and even
more that have yet to reach the shores
of other countries including the US.
The Brazilian Catholics I am in
contact with on a regular basis teach
me of the latest apps to use for my
evangelization work. Indeed, much of
my technological work I learned from
the Brazilians.
You can expect that Guido was at
least familiar with this technology
and used it. However, he also in the
midst of it, saw the need to always be
...continued on page 3
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I

am asking each of you, our fraternity
brothers and friends, to keep in your
prayers the Annual International
Fraternity Conference which will be held
at the Redemptorist Renewal Center in
Tucson, Arizona from Sunday evening, July
26, through Friday morning, July 31. Time
passes quickly and the Conference is only
about four months away.
In the early days of Fraternity this summer
gathering was known as the “Leaders
Conference” and was usually held in Rhode
Island. At some point it was opened not only
to the leaders of fraternity groups but also to
any fraternity brother who wished to attend.
I believe this was a good thing. However
in recent years while the conference is
always a wonderful experience of priestly
fraternity, spiritual renewal, and God’s grace,
fewer of our leaders are in attendance. This
year I want to encourage the leaders of our
groups to make a serious effort to be present.
As always there will be some financial
assistance available to all who need it and the
specifics of this will be decided at the April
Fraternity Board meeting in Steubenville.
This conference is a wonderful opportunity
to renew friendships, to meet new brothers,
to learn what the Lord is doing in our local
groups and in other areas of the world. In
addition the praise and worship is always
inspiring. Please mark your calendars for the
last week of July.
This year we are blessed to have Sr. Ann
Shields from Renewal Ministries as our
major presenter. She was unable to be with
us for last year’s conference in Trinidad/
Tobago, but was very enthusiastic to be
invited to share with the Fraternity of Priests.
I know from hearing her in the past that she
has a special gift for speaking to priests. For
those who perhaps do not know Sr. Ann, the
following will be helpful.
Sister Ann Shields, S.G.L., is a noted
speaker and author whose activities as an
internationally known evangelist have taken
her to Eastern Europe, Africa, Australia,
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New Zealand,
the Caribbean,
Central America,
Israel, the
Philippines,
and the British
Isles, as well
as numerous
cities in the
United States
and Canada. She
is a member of
the Servants of
God’s Love, a
charismatic
religious
community canonically established in the Diocese
of Lansing, Michigan. A frequent speaker at national
and international conferences, Sr. Ann has authored
Pray and Never Lose Heart, What Am I Living For?,
Yielding to the Power of God, Fire in My Heart,
God Answers Prayer, God’s Severe Mercy: The
Signs of the Times.
Again I ask each of you to keep our conference
in your prayers. I ask my Fraternity Brothers and
especially the leaders of our groups to discern
prayerfully whether the Lord is calling you or
perhaps challenging you to be with us in Tucson.

Fraternity Financial Report

One of the objectives for the Fraternity
of Priests is to inform our donors about
the ongoing financial health and details
of the organization. We’re providing this
information to help communicate our
specific need and to thank those many
faithful benefactors who help make our
service possible. Thank you!
Monthly Donation Budget: $ 4,750.00
Actual Donations: $5,648.00
Budget Surplus (shortage): $898.00
Current as of January 31, 2015.
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focused on love of God and salvation
of others. This was his passion,
according to the sources, a passion he
lived now in the twenty-first century
and one that he calls you and I to live
as well.
In an interview with Canção Nova
of Brazil, his mother explained that
he had a passion to save, and he even
became a doctor. He also knew that
salvation was necessary for the soul
before the body, she explained.
It this passion that we must not
lose. There is a great movement in
our world to a form ofuniversalism
which says that virtually everyone
will be saved. This is not Catholic
teaching and if we embrace it then
we will become lazy in mission. Why
seek to bring people to salvation
when it is a done deal anyway. It is
obvious that this young servant of
God did not hold that belief. Guido
had a zeal to bring others to know
God by doing what he could to
spread His love to others, right up
to his death just five and a half years
ago in 2009. We have an important
task to bring God’s love to others and
to lead them to salvation. We commit
a grave error when we take it all for
granted. This man’s life is something
that demonstrates our call and the
need that we respond to it.
If there is one thing that comes
forth from the basic information
about Guido Schäffer it is that prayer
was essential to him. He knew he
needed to pray to develop the skills
to serve God and to seek His help
in doing the Father’s work. So, it
must be the same for us. Granted as
members of the Fraternity of Priests
daily prayer is a given. However, it
is also an essential element in our
service as priests. In my work, I have

come across much English language
material that seems to downplay
the need for rooting ourselves in
the mission of salvation and instead
focus on social justice, however, our
prime duty is the salvation of souls.
We cannot embrace the worldly
philosophy of universalism that says
all are saved by default. We know
that each of us have to choose Christ
on a daily basis. We need to choose
to pick up our cross and follow Him
and we need to lead others to do
the same. This is our mission and
continues to be so, even if others
teach otherwise, the Church does
not. How do we do this?
We need to recognize that in our
prayer, we should request the vision
and wisdom to seek to do God’s
work in our daily situation in life.
We should seek that God may be
glorified, we and others may be
saved and we become the saints that
each one of us were invited to be at
Baptism. We cannot do this if we see
our mission as outside the role of
salvation. As Guido Schäffer said,
salvation of the soul was necessary
before the body.
As this man’s case moves forward
toward the declaration of a venerable,
through blessed to sainthood, we can

follow him as a servant of God that
he has already been declared. We
can use his example to begin to
teach those who have a poverty of
faith; they need to know so much
in a world that says there is no God
but ourselves. We alone, they say,
are the ultimate deities, which as we
can see in the world is a recipe for
disaster. We can be inspired to not
let these worldly ideas become part
of our spirituality, nor that of our
parishes. We can, instead, embrace
the idea that we have an invitation
to live the gift of life that God gives
to us to its fullest in the love of His
embrace and to share it with others.
Let us do this powerfully in the
prayer that gives us the strength to
move the mountains of unbelief for
the power of faith.
Can we remain motivated and
inspired to do this? That is a
requirement for us to do the work
of God. We cannot do this without
prayer. However, we must do this
as Christ calls us to do it. For we
may believe we need to be like quiet
monks in the mountains, but He
may be calling us to be like surfer
dudes in Rio de Janeiro or for that
matter Venice Beach, California.

Fraternity of Priests Annual Gathering
Mark your calendar and plan to join us for the
Annual Fraternity of Priests Conference.
Redemptorist Renewal Center
July 26-July 31, 2015 in Tucson Arizona.
We look forward to seeing our brother priests there
and are grateful for the hospitality and support of
the Tucson Fraternity in hosting us!

Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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