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The Power of the Resurrection

By Father Joe Looney, of the Connecticut Fraternity
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O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always.
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul,
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.
O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray
and intercede for (.....). Amen.

A happy Easter Season to you,
your family, and your friends!
During this time, Christians
celebrate the triumph of Jesus
Christ over sin, death and Satan.
By believing and trusting in Him
and becoming His Disciples, He
gives His disciples a new and
better kind of life.
Forty eight years ago I did
my master’s thesis for a very
demanding Scripture professor,
Fr. Jean Giblet, at the University
of Louvain in Belgium. I thought
composed a masterful first draft
until I showed it to him. He gave
it back to me and said he wasn’t
interested in my thoughts and
speculations. What he wanted was
a proof that I could use the proper
sources, old and new. For him, that
was one of the main requirements
for a Master of Theology degree.
Did I get a shock? I had to start
all over again. He gave me a book
to translate, a recently published
work by a German professor,
Jacob Kremer: Das Alteste
Zeugnis von der Auferstehung
Christi. This served to define a
boundary within which I could
keep myself on the right track.
Professor
Kremer
argued
that: First Corinthians 15:3b-5,
was the first written mention of
Christ’s resurrection in the New
Testament: “For I handed on to
you as of first importance what I

also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the
scriptures; that he was buried; that
he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scriptures;
that he appeared to Kephas.”
Professor Kremer said that this
was written down about the year
55 AD. St Paul probably learned it
as catch phrase or slogan that was
easy to remember when he himself
was catechized. Note it says that
Jesus “was raised.” In verse two
Paul states that “through this
gospel you are being saved if you
hold fast to the word I preached
to you.”
An American missionary priest
working in Japan wrote in to a
theological magazine: “Some
Japanese technology scientists
asked me that if there were a camera
by the tomb on Easter morning,
would the risen Christ have been
captured on the film? Can you
explain this?” At that time I didn’t
know about the Shroud of Turin, a
long piece of fine linen which may
have been a fancy tablecloth which
was used as a burial cloth for
Jesus. It contained a photographic
negative of a man tortured as Christ
was. In any case our faith does not
rest on the Shroud of Turin. It rests
on the testimony of the Apostles,
including St. Paul, and on the
testimony of our Catholic Church
over more than 2000 years, that

Jesus rose from the dead on Easter.
Also, except for St. John, all of the
apostles gave their lives as martyrs.
After all, we know that if you
are not doing it right, you won’t
be doing it long. Hitler, Stalin and
Mao, atheistic dictators all, are now
dumped on the ash heap or history.
Thinking about whether He did
or He didn’t rise made me feel
as if I were on a jury. I heard the
arguments against the Resurrection
which are, by the way, conveniently
collected in a book by the former
Anglican Archbishop of Newark,
NJ., who denies the Resurrection
and practically everything else in
his book about Jesus for Modern
Unbelievers.
Or W.H. Auden’s poetic words
“Now, did He really break the seal
And rise again? We dare not say;
But conscious unbelievers feel quite
sure of Judgment Day.” I had to
make a choice: could I confidently
preach this Easter message, that
Christ really rose from the dead on
Easter Sunday? And give us a way to
live our lives with virtue, confidence
and serenity? I wanted to preach
His Resurrection with conviction,
especially at funerals.
What I need is “plausibility
structures” to keep my faith alive and
joyful. “Plausibility structure” is a
term I learned at Hartford Seminary.
It means things that make our faith
...continued on page 3
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everal years ago I was intrigued by a
particular radio program. The speaker
was a Protestant pastor preached on
the power of the Holy Spirit. He cited examples
of the Spirit’s work in the life of believers.
Every once in a while after giving an example
he would say, “Acts 29”. I was not familiear
with some of his examples and my thought
was, “I never read that in the Bible”. Finally
light dawned and I remembered that the Book
of Acts ends with chapter 28. By “Acts 29” the
pastor was referring to the continuing work of
the Holy Spirit in the Church and in the world.
The Easter Book of the Church is the Acts of
the Apostles. We read it at daily Mass during
the Easter Season and as the First Reading at
our weekend liturgies. Just as the Gospel of
Luke shows forth what Jesus, filled with the
Holy Spirit, did in his earthly ministry, the
Book of Acts (also by Luke) manifests what
the risen Jesus continues to accomplish in the
Church and the world by the power of the same
Holy Spirit. May I suggest a prayerful reading
of the Book of Acts as we celebrate Easter and
prepare for the great feast of Pentecost.
One of the disciplines that we as priests
commit to in our Fraternity groups is “to
empower God’s people in the Holy Spirit”. As
we prepare for Pentecost an examination of our
lives on this discipline is in order. How often
do we preach and teach on the Holy Spirit?
How often do we pray with people to be filled
with the Holy Spirit? How often do we rely
on the guidance of the Spirit in our day to day
ministries?
One of the statements of Jesus that has
always fascinated me is his teaching found in
the Gospel of John 16: 7 – “Nevertheless I tell
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go
away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send
him to you.” Jesus is clearly saying that it is
better to receive the Holy Spirit than to have
his continuing visible presence among us. Do
our people know and understand this? What
an opportunity do we have to lead people into
a new life in the Spirit!
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I
am
writing this
reflection
on the Fifth
Sunday of
Lent. At
Mass this
weekend we
listened to
the reading
from Ezekiel
37. The
particular
scripture
follows the
passage
about the “dry bones”. God through his Spirit
can bring life out of death and grant hope in
situations that humanly speaking seem hopeless.
May the Spirit of the living God breathe on
our “dry bones” and the “dry bones” of God’s
people and bring us to newness of life in Christ
Jesus. May the Holy Spirit inspire each of us
to write our own “Acts 29”.
Fraternally,

Fr. John

Fraternity Financial Report
One of the objectives for the Fraternity
of Priests is to inform our donors about
the ongoing financial health and details
of the organization. We’re providing this
information to help communicate our
specific need and to thank those many
faithful benefactors who help make our
service possible. Thank you!

more believable and real.
At
that time, my greatest plausibility
structure was not my theological
studies, it was the memories of my
family life, especially the sudden
and tragic death of my little
brother Mark Looney. He died
suddenly when he was only five
years old in Kindergarten. I was
fifteen at the time. This tragedy
brought together all the aspects
of my family faith. I decided
to believe that Jesus truly rose
from the dead and let the chips
fall where they may. Now, I have
another plausibility structure, the
Fraternity of Priests. We priests of
the Fraternity have been meeting
every Monday for the past 27
years for prayer, intercession,
mutual spiritual support, mutual
accountability plus a meal together.
Also, I am living a consecrated
life, one day at a time, for the past
47 years.
Consecrated celibacy, another
plausibility structure, points to
the Kingdom of God. I am also
happy to live within the aura of the
Abbey of Regina Laudis a short
distance away. There are thirty
seven consecrated Benedictine
nuns who live there. “Not all can
accept this word but only those to
whom that is granted…Some are
incapable of marriage because they
were born so; some because they
were made so by others; some who
have renounced marriage for the
sake of the Kingdom of Heaven.
Whoever can accept this ought
to accept it” Matthew 19:12. I am
glad I made that decision over in
Louvain, Belgium on June 24, 1967.
A Blessed Easter Season!!!

Socrates Did Not Die for Your Sins
by Fr. Robert J Carr
Boston Fraternity and Editor of the Visitation
Deacon Nelsinho Correa speaking about the power of the Resurrection
on the Brazilian Catholic TV Show Sorrindo Pra Vida (Smiling At Life) explains well the importance of the post resurrection we are now experiencing.
Once Jesus resurrected, he was seen by 500 people according to St. Paul’s
words in the First Letter to the Corinthians. Paul, the last of the 500, announces that this is true and if it was not true then we would be wasting our
time. Jesus ascended not so that He would not been seen again, according to
Deacon Correa, but that He would be seen through the eyes of faith. So those
of us who have faith are well aware of Christ’s presence to us in many ways,
one of the most powerful of which is, of course, the Eucharist.
This brings us an understanding that many who do not believe do not
understand. In the past, people recited to me their understanding of the resurrection based in the teachings of those who do not actually believe in it:
Jesus did not resurrect, what resurrected were His teaching in the words of
the apostles. Besides the fact that this contradicted directly by the words of
St. Paul, as mentioned by Fr. Looney in the main article and myself above,
the false teaching also leads to a question. “If Jesus did not resurrect from the
dead, then what is the difference between Jesus and Socrates?”
As we can see in the words of Deacon Nelsinho to the people of Brazil
on the Canção Nova TV Network, Jesus is with us always and we see Him
with the eyes of faith. This is how Jesus is with us everywhere we gather
in His name and seek to do His will. The same cannot be said for Socrates.
The great philosopher never came to save us, he was not divine in any way
and our eternal life is not dependent on his dying by drinking hemlock at the
demands of the political authorities. He is not with us always.
Jesus is with us always and we are aware of His presence with the eyes of
faith. Socrates’ ideas are important especially as we seek to understand the
world with the eyes of reason, but his words are not life giving in the ontological sense. They are wise words, but not salvific. His actions are powerful
actions but they do nothing for the sinner seeking salvation and redemption.
Seek to fast in an act of penitence to the memory of Socrates and you may do
a nice thing, but it will not affect your eternity.
The difference between the two is simple, Socrates never resurrected. If
there was no resurrection of the dead for Jesus, except in his teachings disseminated by the apostles, then Jesus would be no different than Socrates and
in the words of St. Paul, we would be still in our sins. But as St. Paul says,
Jesus did resurrect so eternal life is our promise as His disciples. Further, as
Deacon Nelsinho explained, we see him reaching out to us and calling us in
His mercy and asking us to be His agents of mercy through the eyes of faith.
It is the wise man, according to Socrates, who can say that he knows that
he does not know. It is the fool who says, I know the teachings of Jesus and
I reject his resurrection. It is the saint who says Glory to the Lord who died
and rose for our Salvation.
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