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O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always.
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul,
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.
O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray
and intercede for (.....). Amen.

The Fraternity of Priests Makes Us Better Serve Our People
I remember when I arrived at my
current parish and had to explain
to the pastor that I attend a weekly
Fraternity of Priests meeting. I
made sure he understood what the
group is: a weekly gathering for
prayer, study and community. I also
explained what it is not: a session
to complain about our pastors or
the archdiocese.
Fortunately, our archbishop
wants us to be in priest support
groups, warning us to take
measures against being one or
both of common cultural parables:
Lone Rangers or lost in Punch and
Judy. The point of the Fraternity of
Priests is so much more. Anyone
of our members will explain, the
Fraternity is to bring conversion of
our parishioners and even a deeper
conversion of ourselves. The
mission is, of course, to deepen our
relationship with Christ through
our fraternity with each other.
One of the complaints I hear
some retreat directors make is that
priests can become nothing but
professional functionaries. In other
words, we reduce our vocation to
funerals, weddings, confession and
mass. Nothing can put us in a rut
more quickly. After all, without
personal and communal prayer
and fellowship what we do may

By Fr. Robert J. Carr, Boston Fraternity
become routine. In the midst of
loved one who just had a heart attack.
our daily life, obviously, we must
We all even know the call in which
be professional, but our profession
we must run quickly to “read them
is different than that of the doctor
their rites.”
or the lawyer.
We know the rough looking man,
We need to live what we preach
who might give you a little anxiety by
and to inspire others to encounter
his tough demeanor, in tears that you
the same Christ we serve. This
made it to the bedside of his dying
means that we do not leave the
son and gave him the sacraments so
work to others but our work is more
that he will go to Heaven.
hands-on. We make ourselves even
We have more demands on our
more available to our parishioners,
lives at other times. When we
who do not pay to see us, than
received the sacrament of Holy
many doctors or lawyers can be to
Orders, we received it forever. This
their paying clients. This gives us
means that even when we are on our
a different vision of service than
day off and in our civilian clothes, we
others have and a higher level of
are still priests.
expectation upon us as well.
I know of a priest who went
We even, in most cases, live in
on vacation in Mexico and there
our neighborhoods making us part
someone greeted him with “Hi
of the pastoral scene. People know
Father.” It was a former parishioner.
that the priest lives among them and
This kind of demand to live the
he is more available than others.
Gospel cannot be done by one who
There is an old joke about the
is not grounded in the faith and living
dying man who wanted to see a
it with all the support he can receive.
priest right away.
We just cannot do this alone, we
“But Pat, you’re not Catholic,
need fellowship with each other and
why do you want to see a priest?”
with Christ. We cannot be the lone
“Because he is the only one who
ranger who shows others how to
will come out on a night like this.”
be Catholic because being Catholic
Emergency rooms do not think
is always within a community in
twice to call the priest on call at
association with Christ. We are never
2:00 A.M nor would we want them
alone in Christ, but nor can we do this
to do so. The call comes because
alone without our brothers in Christ.
the family wants a priest for their
This is the gift of the Fraternity
...continued on page 3

Please cut and return this form with your donation.
City, State and Zip
Street
Name

Do you know anyone who would like
to receive our Newsletter?
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The Fraternity of Priests pledge of financial accountability: We take very seriously the trust you put in us when
you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge: To use your gift carefully and wisely, and not to ask for money that is not needed.
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This donation is to help the Fraternity of Priests in continuing their work of ministering to priests.
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he title of Sherry Weddell’s book
Forming Intentional Disciples
reminds us who we are: disciples
of Jesus Christ. No matter what our vocation
is, we are always students of Jesus Christ. He
is always our gentle Teacher.
Right now the Lord has me enrolled in the
school of “Managing Expectations”. It is an
art. I confess that sometimes I am a slow
learner. Thank God, the Lord is a patient
and persistent teacher.
Sometimes people have unrealistic
expectations of me. I am learning to gently
bring them back to earth. I am also learning
that in spite of my best efforts I will not
always succeed.
Other times, people have expectations of
me that are completely justified. It is then
that I need to do all in my power, with God’s
grace, to meet those expectations. Laying
aside all lethargy, as a good shepherd, I
seek to feed and tend the flock of the Lord.
Then there are those rare occurrences
when people’s expectations are too low,
especially towards the Lord. Sometimes
people do not really believe that God loves
them. In their mind, “Why should God
listen to my prayers?” Again, gently and
consistently, I need to assure them that God
is really for us, so “who can be against us?”
(Romans 8:31)
Part of the Lord’s class on “Managing
Expectations” is learning to make my
expectations clear, especially with those
I work and live with. Partial messaging
or presuming that people know or
understand something often is the root
of misunderstandings and problems.
Cleaning up the mess that was made
because expectations have not been clearly
communicated is hard. Especially in the
area of expectations it is true that an ounce
of clarity beforehand is better than a pound
of clarification afterword. (Usually three
pounds of forgiveness is needed with the
pound of clarification!)
Finally, we have to learn to manage
our own expectations. Sometimes we
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can expect too
much or too little
from ourselves.
A good friend, a
spiritual director
or a brother priest
in the Fraternity
can provide
the objective
feedback that
we need. With
regard to the
Lord: sometimes
we can expect too
little (a lack of
faith) or too much (presumption). With regard to the
people, places and things in our lives: we need to
learn to accept reality and not try to change it. Dr.
Ray Guarendi of EWTN fame said that our level of
frustration is directly proportional to the distance
between our expectations and reality. In other words,
if our high expectations are not founded in reality, we
will be greatly frustrated. Dr. Ray also encourages
people to conform their expectations to reality. Trying
to “force fit” reality into our field of expectations
doesn’t really work.
Though all sorts of schools recommence in August
and September, Jesus’ school is always in session. He
said, “…learn from me, for I am meek and humble of
heart.” (Matthew 11:28b) Let’s stay enrolled!
Finally, I am deeply grateful for your prayer-filled
support. We pray for you.
In Christ,

Fr. Robert J. Franco
One of the objectives for the Fraternity of Priests
is to inform our donors about the ongoing financial
health and details of the organization. We thank those
many faithful benefactors who help make our service
possible. Thank you!

Fraternity Financial Report

Monthly Donation Budget: $ 4,750.00
Actual Donations: $ 7,475.20
Budget Surplus: $ 2,725.20
Current as of June 30, 2018.
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of Priests where we can share not
only our difficult times but our
successes and our inspiration. This
also teaches us to continue this
inspiration that we may serve others
well.
The Church does not need the
priest who follows his own teachings
or one that just lives the role during
office hours. She needs the prayerful
full time priest who lives the Gospel,
but does so because he knows what
is at stake. It is the salvation of
souls, all souls, even the most
difficult in our parishes.
She needs the priest who can
draw inspiration from others and be
excited about hearing confession,
for example.
We must do this with assistance
from others as we also come to
worship Christ Himself who calls
us to be His friends and His priests.
But we also are the face of the
mercy of God in the confessional, in
the hospital and even to the grieving
family. There is some bad teaching
out there and even people describing
themselves as Catholics teach what
the Church does not believe.
How do you explain to the family
whose teenaged son just died of a
drug overdose that the drug dealer
who sold him the stuff and got him
hooked is going to Heaven because
there is no Hell? You don’t. I often
preach at some funerals, “don’t tell
me there is no Hell while some drug
dealer puts profits over the life of the
deceased. “
Conversely, how about the man
who feels that God could not
possibly forgive him because he
believes he cannot be forgiven by

anyone? He needs to know that
God will forgive all the sins of the
repentant.
“If he will not forgive you, then
how do I know he will forgive
anyone? What you say is God has a
limit on His forgiveness, that is not
what we know to be true.” I always
explain.
How about the person who cannot
forgive him or herself? We can
speak of the mercy of God and
explain that if God forgives the
penitent, how can he or she not
forgive him or herself?
This is who we are, the face of
the just but merciful God. It is a
role that we cannot do ourselves,
we need the support of others. We
need the place to speak with brother
priests about what we deal with
and ways to improve this unique
work. Remember what we offer, the
love and mercy of God. No other
occupation does this. The doctor
may be an agent of God’s physical
healing, but the doctor cannot
forgive sins.
We are there when the mother is
upset because her son died a tragic
death and she was not sure if he was
in a state of grace at his death. But
unlike other voices on this subject,
we have a duty to offer what the
Church says and it is clear. We leave
everything in the hands of the just
but merciful God.
We also have the unique privilege
of preaching on Purgatory. This
wonderful teaching brings to our
faithful what others do not. If you
think of it, we believe that there are
three places one may find himself
after death. In Heaven, in Hell or in
Purgatory. Most Christian religions

do not accept this teaching and so
the result is a binary understanding
of salvation. One goes to Heaven
or one goes to Hell. I actually heard
an evangelical preacher claim that
there was a study out that indicated
that most youth go to Hell. How
does one make such a study without
actually visiting Hell? But our
teaching is clear, only those who are
in obstinate mortal sin are lost. All
others in various stages of grace are
saved, but may need some further
cleansing to encounter the fullness
of God’s presence.
This means that although we are
not universalists, we also believe
that God does all he can that one can
get into Heaven. The rest is up to us
in cooperating with God’s grace and
it is our role to teach this not only to
the faithful but to bring them to live
it alongside of us.
If we have such a unique role,
know that there are forces that want
us to be silent.
This is a unique role and we
need the mutual support of others
to live it. So let us live it with
our fraternity brothers in prayer,
study and community. Let us come
together to praise Christ in the
Blessed Sacrament and hear his
words to us through the reflection
of our brothers in prayer. Let us
learn how others deal with the most
difficult of trials as they discover
Christ through them and help us to
do the same.
This is the powerful meaning
of the Fraternity of Priests. The
movement is not just a support for
each other alone, but is a way to help
us represent the face of Christ for
which we were called and ordained.

Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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