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Doing research, I had to reread 
the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
There are many stories in the bible 
that may be misrepresented, while 
others may be misinterpreted. For 
example, the story of the woman 
caught in adultery is not about 
Jesus forgiving a woman caught 
in sin. It is about him confronting 
those who use the woman as an 
object to bring him down which 
is a sin in itself. When he says let 
the one who has no sin cast the first 
stone, he is actually standing up to 
those breaking the commandment 
against bearing false witness.

Men drag before him a woman 
caught in adultery and, of course, 
the man with whom she had 
relations is not with her. If they 
were caught in adultery, the 
accusers know who the man is 
and keep his identity secret. He 
might even be in the crowd. They 
actively break the prohibition of 
bearing false witness.

The first one to catch the 
adulterers had the right to cast 
the first stone. So, Jesus’ words 
accuse the witnesses of their sin 
of bearing false witness. It is his 
way of saying: “Go ahead and 
throw the first stone and when 
you do you incriminate yourself 
of bearing false witness against 
this woman by hiding the identity 

of the man with whom she was 
caught in adultery.” When they 
back down realizing that he caught 
them, he then calls the woman 
to repent as he forgives her.One 
commandment prohibits adultery, 
another proscribes bearing false 
witness. Both are commandments 
and, therefore, hold serious weight. 
They are just as serious as killing 
and stealing.

The Sodom and Gomorrah 
Story 

Similarly, many use the Sodom 
and Gomorrah story incorrectly. 
Ask anyone why God destroyed the 
cities and the answer will often be 
because of sin. Even other writers 
of the Bible cite the sins of the 
citizens there.

If you really read the account, 
you will learn that God destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah because 
there were no righteous people in 
the city—none except for Abraham, 
Lot and their families. God himself 
tells Abraham he would not destroy 
the cities for the sake of ten righteous 
people (cf Genesis 18). Therefore, 
they are destroyed actually for the 
lack of righteous people not for any 
specific sin.

Why were there no righteous 
people? This gets us to another 
point in the story and an important 
one.

The worst sin in the Bible is often 
the one not noted by anyone who 
preaches on sin—it is idolatry. As 
we know, the prohibition against 
idolatry is the first commandment. 
It is to worship any being or thing as 
God who is not in fact God.

St. Paul labels the love of money 
as the root of all evil and also calls 
greed—the love of money—idolatry 
(cf 1Tim 6:10).

Throughout the Bible, we see 
various sins called abominations 
and if we are going to list those sins, 
we would condemn just about every 
person in society. You do realize that 
the whole credit card industry is an 
abomination according to the Old 
Testament prophets. So too is the 
process which saddles students with 
oppressive debt, especially to get a 
Catholic education.

However, idolatry in all its forms is 
actually the worst sin in the Bible. In 
the call of Abraham, God is actually 
setting aside a group of people to be 
those through whom he will bring 
his salvation. The scriptures are 
the communication of God to those 
people over the millennia.

St .  Jerome in his  let ter  to 
Heliodorus, Monk, cites all forms 
of sin proscribed by St. Paul as sins 
of idolatry. In fact, that is what he 
defines the true sin is. The fruits are 
obvious.
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C h r i s t i a n i t y 
a g a i n s t  t h e 
i n v a s i o n  o f 
Islam. The idea 
of the Rosary 
being a weapon 
holds  specia l 
importance to 
us in this time 
o f  s p i r i t u a l 
batt le.  As we 
see the darkness 
gathering and 
trying to smite 
the light of the 
world, we know that our struggle is not with 
flesh and blood but with the principalities, 
with the powers, with the world rulers of 
this present darkness, with the evil spirits 
in the heavens. (Ephesians 6:12 NABRE) We 
need our Lady to be fighting for us and with us. 
The Rosary becomes a weapon – not of mass 
destruction, but of mass conversion!

A former parishioner of mine – Dr. Mario 
Enzler – used to be a Swiss Guard for St. John 
Paul II. When he came to my parish to celebrate 
John Paul II’s 100th birthday, he shared a story 
of when the Pope gave Mario his Rosary. Pope 
John Paul looked at him and said, “Mario, the 
Rosary is my favorite prayer: marvelous in 
its simplicity and profundity. Take my beads, 
and make them your most powerful weapon.” 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf76L-RPjkc)

In this holy month dedicated to the Rosary, 
may we grow in our devotion to the Rosary and 

to Mary, using this weapon of love to allow 
her devotion to us to transform us and the world.

Grace and Peace,

Fr. Von DeRosia

Dear Fraternity Brothers and Friends of the Priesthood

In this month of October, I have 
felt the call to write about the 
Rosary. This month dedicated 

to the Rosary is a great opportunity to 
grow in our devotion to Mary and in 
her devotion to her Divine Son.

Growing up, of course, I was given 
rosaries for various occasions, but 
they were seldom touched – the prayer 
was just too long! Despite that, I knew 
these beads were important – they 
were like holding the hand of Mary. As 
a young adult, I joined the Knights of 
Columbus. Upon entering, they gave 
me a Rosary and said I should carry 
it with me and use it often. From that 
time on, I began carrying the Rosary 
with me (even if I didn’t pray it that 
often).

 As a young priest, I was convicted 
to pray the Rosary every day, and so I 
began the practice of the daily Rosary. 
I remember, though, not really having 
a great devotion to Our Lady. I mean, 
I loved her and all, but I didn’t really 
seek her as the fastest, easiest, safest 
path to Jesus. One time, a mystic in our 
parish came to me and asked, “Fr. Von, 
do you have a big devotion to Mary.” 
Embarrassed, I replied, “Well, I pray 
the Rosary, but I wouldn’t say I have 
a big devotion to her.” Perplexed the 
woman said, “That’s strange, since 
I see her standing behind you when 
you celebrate Mass.” Not sure what 
to do with this, I kept silent. The next 
day, this woman came to me again 
and said, “I realized what it meant. 
Not that you have a big devotion to 
her, but that the Blessed Mother has a 
devotion to you.” Shocked and awed, 
I kept that, pondering it in my heart as 
Mary beckoned me closer and closer to 
her Immaculate Heart over the years.

I’m sure we all have heard the story 
of the Battle of Lepanto and how Pope 
St. Pius V called for all of Christendom 
to pray the Rosary in order to preserve 
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become like the five year old trying 
to be mayor of a city. This would be 
disastrous.

This is what is actually happening 
in  Genesis .  You see a  total 
breakdown, a split from the divine 
and an embrace of the idea that 
since there is no god, they are now 
gods which we learn later leads to 
moral breakdown and then civil 
breakdown.

We are living in a unique time 
and often many forget this. So, 
when they draw upon the source of 
other forms of preaching over the 
millennia, they may forget that all 
the preaching from the epistles to 
the words of some of our greatest 
saints were given to people who 
already had some relationship to 
God.

Today, we deal with people 
who believe being an atheist is a 
virtue. Atheism is only about two 
hundred years old and came from 
the Enlightenment. Previously, 
an atheist was someone who did 
not believe in our god(s). This is 
unique in the history of the world. 
Since long before the arrival of 
homo sapiens, humans worshipped 
some form of deity. Our current 
time is the first where we define 
ourselves as the gods. The fruit of 
this is a growing immorality in our 
world while others in Christianity 
pick and choose sins to condemn 
without looking at the roots of 
civil or moral breakdown. They do 
not notice that the real problem in 
our society and the prevailing sin 
begins with rejecting God. Until we 
recognize that sin in our society, we 
have no way of healing our currently 
troubled world.

Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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Hence, we will learn, is the sin 

that will lead to all other sins. 
Therefore, if I were to preach 
against any sin, I would have to 
have in the background the worst of 
all sins—idolatry, seeking another 
God.

In Romans 1, people will focus on 
the lament against unnatural sex acts 
and cite it as God’s condemnation of 
them. This leaves wide open those 
who commit other sins which are 
just as serious. A more accurate 
reading of Romans 1 is that it begins 
with idolatry and that is the source 
of all other evils cited in the passage. 
If you look closely at the reading, 
worshiping the creature instead of 
the creator is the source of what 
leads first to moral breakdown and 
then to civil breakdown. The root 
threat to society is the sin of idolatry.

This leads me to criticize even 
leaders of my own faith when they 
cite that one must live a virtuous 
life. That is true but that teaching 
comes from the Greeks who first 
discovered natural law. Catholic 
teaching makes it clear that one 
must be a person of prayer to live 
the virtuous Catholic life. We cannot 
do it without prayer. Therefore, to 
demand someone to a standard of 
behavior without addressing the 
issue of a relationship with God is 
more pagan than Christian.

Many pagans l ived strong 
virtuous lives but that does not mean 
they lived holy lives. This confusion 
often leads one to take the prayer life 
for granted.

This leads me back to the story 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. If you 
were to ask what is the sin of Sodom 

and Gomorrah, some would say 
homosexuality and others lack of 
hospitality. The truth is the problem 
in the cities is the sin of idolatry 
which produces moral breakdown 
and civil breakdown.

For example, people will say that 
the sign of the sin of homosexuality 
is that the angels are visiting.

Lot and men are at this door 
seeking sex with them. When 
was the last time you saw a gang 
of men banging down someone’s 
door to attack other men in that 
household. Hopefully never. The 
fact is that is not just an act of 
homosexuality but a society out 
of control, lost in anarchy and the 
unbridled passions. This is the moral 
and civil breakdown that is at the 
bottom of a society collapsing. The 
source of this collapse is turning 
totally from God. Other societies 
screamed out to God because the 
evil of these cities spilled across 
their borders. There is no record of 
anyone from Sodom and Gomorrah 
doing the same.

This story comes to us from the 
book of Genesis which begins with 
the prophetic account of creation. 
The first temptation which leads to 
the fall is to become like gods. When 
we ditch any connection to the God, 
we either give to another the role of 
the divine as we see in Romans 1 
and Exodus 32 and so many other 
places when people abandoned 
God to worship the deities of the 
surrounding cultures. Otherwise, we 
take this deity upon ourselves as we 
see in today’s world. We can only 
live without God if we are divine 
ourselves, otherwise we seek to do 
what we have no capacity to do. We 


