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When the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan Fraternity enjoyed 
hosting the annual Fraternity of 
Priests Conference in July of 2012, 
several participants commented on 
the fine young priests of our group. 
Comprised of 11 members, three of 
our younger priests were 33 years 
old; one was 28. Our seven older 
brothers ranged in age from 52 to 
76; two of these were of ‘senior 
status.’ The youngest members had 
something in common: all four 
served seminarian internships under 
one or more of our Fraternity group 
members. Also, during their first 
assignments as transitional deacons 
and/or associate pastors they were 
assigned to pastors active in the 
Fraternity.

When the young priests of 
our Fraternity served seminarian 
internships with us, we made it a 
point to invite them to our twice-a-
month Fraternity meetings. Having 
accepted a similar invitation as a 
seminarian in the early 1990’s, I 
am quite familiar with the reasons 
our youngest members give for 
joining the Fraternity. In addition 
to the encouragement received 
from us as they discerned and 
prepared for ordained ministry, 
the seminarians were inspired by 
our positive sense of brotherhood 
as well as the prayerfulness and 
joy that characterize our meetings. 
Even though most of the Fraternity 

brothers have assignments which are 
exceptionally busy and often quite 
challenging, the seminarians admire 
our positive attitudes as well as our 
love for the Lord, His Church, our 
bishop, our parishioners, and for 
one another. Also, as they wondered, 
often aloud, how their fine seminary 
education, formation and sense of 
brotherhood might play out once 
they became priests, the wise counsel 
and support offered by Fraternity 
members provided many hope-filled 
glimpses into what their future might 
hold. The Fraternity’s emphasis on 
prayer and continued study helped 
them to see how ongoing formation 
can be fostered.

As we introduce seminarians to 
the Kingdom Disciplines, we try to 
help them recognize the importance 
of embracing those disciplines. By 
being involved in the Fraternity as 
seminarians, their transition into 
ordained ministry can occur more 
naturally. As our Fraternity group 
strives to provide a healthy example 
of priestly fraternity, the seminarians’ 
participation is a rich blessing for 
our Fraternity itself. Their energy 
and faith-filled enthusiasm brings 
much life to our meetings. Their 
love of the Lord and desire to serve 
His people is remarkably refreshing. 
As they generously share their lives 
and goodness with us, their gifts and 
talents are drawn upon, often in very 
practical ways. More than one of our

brothers has had his personal 
computer repaired or enhanced by a 
seminarian, who usually introduces us 
to new ways to use this technology in 
our ministry. A seminarian presently 
interning with one of our members 
actually designed and installed an 
entire computer network for another 
parish two years ago when he interned 
with me. Several of our seminarian 
interns have used their culinary skills 
to prepare wonderful meals at our 
Fraternity meetings.

Although some seminarians 
have had positive experiences at 
the Charismatic Renewal by way 
of Steubenville Conferences and/
or through local prayer groups, we 
have found that most seminarians 
of the Diocese of Marquette have 
had very limited exposure to it. We 
believe that their involvement in 
our Fraternity meetings provides a 
healthy introduction. Seminarians 
have told us their apprehensions and/
or misconceptions about the renewal 
have been alleviated by sharing in 
our meetings and in our lives. As the 
seminarians become familiar with the 
charismatic gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
they come to appreciate and more 
readily seek them. Recently, one 
of our young brothers commented 
on how the questions he brings to 
our meetings are usually answered 
through the prophecies. God is good!

The Upper Peninsula of Michigan 

THAnK YOU FOR PRAYInG FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and 
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give 
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always. 
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul, 
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline 
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him 
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray 
and intercede for (.....). Amen.

Dear Father John Kiley,
This donation is to help the Fraternity of Priests in continuing their work of ministering to priests.

 $10    $25    $50    $100    Other $_________

The Fraternity of Priests pledge of financial accountability: We take very seriously the trust you put in us when 
you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge: To use your gift care-
fully and wisely, and not to ask for money that is not needed.

Please cut and return this form with your donation.

Fraternity of Priests, Inc.
PO Box 442

Steubenville, OH 43952-5442
Phone: (740) 283-4400

Fax: (740) 283-3622
Email: contact@fraternityofpriests.org
http://www.fraternityofpriests.org
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Michael 
Nault 
Winnipeg 

Rev. 10 
Maurice 
Jeanneau 
Winnipeg 

Rev.  11 
Francois 
Pardis, OMI 
Winnipeg 

Msgr. 12 
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Michael 
Roy 
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Gagnon 
Worchester 
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Worchester 

Rev.  16 
William 
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Alexandria, LA 
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Ron 
Matthews 
Alexandria, LA 

Dcn. 18 
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Alexandria, LA 
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Alexandria, LA 

Rev. 21 
Greg 
Downs 
Alexandria, LA 
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Alexandria, LA 
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Kiley 
Boston, MA 

Rev. 30 
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McManus 
Boston, MA 

Rev. 31 
Gerry 
Fraser 
Boston, MA 
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of my baptism.” 
Do you see the 
d a y  o f  y o u r 
baptism as the 
most important 
day of your life? 
It was on that day 
that you received 
the divine life of 
grace and were 
born again. You 
w e r e  j o i n e d 
with Christ in 
his dying and 
r i s i n g .  Yo u 
have an eternal 
inheritance in heaven. You received the Holy Spirit. 
You became a member of the Body of Christ. You 
were freed from Original Sin and even personal sin, 
if you were baptized after infancy. Baptism is this 
and so much more.

As you journey through Lent, focus on baptism. 
Prepare yourself through an honest and faith filled 
reception of the sacrament of reconciliation. At 
Easter you will stand before the Lord and the 
Christian Community to commit your life to Jesus 
Christ in a deeper way than ever before as you again 
reject sin and Satan and profess your faith in God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

EPISCOPAL 
ADVISORS

 Donald Cardinal Wuerl
Washington, DC

Archbishop John Myers
Newark, NJ

Bishop Sam Jacobs
Houma-Thibodaux, LA 

Bishop Paul Bemile
Wa, Ghana

DIRECTORS
Fr. John Kiley 

Boston, MA
Chairman 

 
Fr. Bob Franco
Cleveland, Ohio 
Vice Chairman

Fr. Jim Hobert
Tucson, Arizona 

Secretary 
 

Fr. Larry Van Damme
Marquette, Michigan

Treasurer 
 

Fr. Vlado Bizjak
Maribor, Slovenia

 
Fr. Joe Looney

Hartford, Connecticut 

Fr. Dwight Merrick
Trinidad

Dear Fraternity Brothers and Friends of the Priesthood

Monthly Donation Budget: $   4,750.00

Actual Donations: $4,727.00
Budget Surplus (shortage):   ($23.00)                

Current as of  December 31, 2014.

Fraternity Financial Report

What words or concepts come 
to your mind when you hear 
the word Lent? Whenever I 

pose this question to a group, the responses 
mentioned are usually fasting, penance, sin, 
confession, forgiveness, meatless Fridays, 
ashes, daily Mass, parish mission etc. All of 
these are true and good. However, what I am 
hoping to hear eventually and it is usually not 
forthcoming is the word baptism.

Lent is all about baptism. During Lent we 
accompany with prayer and fasting those 
in our parish communities who have made 
the decision to celebrate the Sacraments 
of Initiation – Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist – at the Great Easter Vigil on Holy 
Saturday evening. These women and men and 
sometimes entire families have journeyed 
through the Catechumenate and have now 
decided to be baptized into the Death and 
Resurrection of Christ and to live an active 
Catholic life. They need our prayerful support 
and example during their Lenten journey 
leading up to their baptism.

Even though we may have been baptized 
many years ago, Lent is still about baptism. 
We focus on preparing to renew our baptismal 
vows at the Easter Vigil or on Easter Sunday. 
Having stepped forth on Ash Wednesday 
to be signed with the blessed ashes, we 
commit to “forty days” of prayer, fasting, 
and deeds of charity to enable us to deepen 
our baptismal commitment to Jesus Christ. 
During Lent we do in a more intense way 
what is to be a normal part of our daily 
living of the Christian life. The words of 
Ash Wednesday – “Repent and Believe in 
the Gospel” – are our guide. To be signed 
with the ashes is to accept the responsibility 
to prepare for this baptismal renewal.

Several years ago I read this quote from 
Bishop Charles G. Maloney who at one time 
was Bishop of Louisville, Kentucky: “The 
day I was made a bishop was a very important 
day in my life, and the day I became a 
priest was even more wonderful. But the 
most important day in my life was the day 

One of the objectives for the Fraternity 
of Priests is to inform our donors about 
the ongoing financial health and details 
of the organization.  We’re providing this 
information to help communicate our 
specific need and to thank those many 
faithful benefactors who help make our 
service possible.  Thank you! 

Editor’s Box:

Please send articles, 
comments, and 

 photos to the  FOP 
Newsletter editor,   

Fr. Bob Carr, 
via e-mail to 

editor@fraternityofpriests.org 
  

Newsletter material from 
all Fraternity members is 
gratefully accepted. Any 
submissions will help make 
each issue better! 
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Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

...continued from page 1   
Fraternity of Priests has come to 
see hospitality to seminarians as an 
important part of our Apostolate. 
Rather than wait for our bishop and 
director of vocations to ask if we are 
willing to host a seminarian during 
his internship, we take a proactive 
approach. Of the six priests in our 
group currently serving as pastors, 
three of us have seminarians either 

interning or residing with us at 
this time. As priests in a vast, rural 
diocese where geography itself can 
cause priests to become isolated, we 
believe that the Fraternity of Priests is 
called to give witness to a priesthood 
characterized by committed 
brotherhood, despite the distances 
between the parishes we serve. As 
some of us drive as much as three 
hours to Fraternity meetings, we want 

“Having faith 
does not mean 

having no 
difficulties, 

but having the 
strength to face 
them, knowing 

we are not 
alone.”

―Pope Francis

the inherent sacrifices to speak for 
themselves. Of course the fraternal 
and sacramental care we offer to 
one another is of utmost importance. 
As we keep looking to one another 
for inspiration, consolation and 
accountability, God keeps renewing 
His call, using His seminarians and 
young priests to help it happen!

I once wrote a column for the local 
newspaper, in my then parish’s city, 
begging people not to go see the 
movie the Exorcist. It was a little 
tongue in cheek, but my point was 
real. People can become so focused 
on such issues as possession they lose 
a sense of all the many graces that are 
available outside of the context of 
the “fireworks” of Christianity. This 
is especially true for the Charismatic 
movement.

Father Larry Van Damme writes 
this month about some trepidation 
seminarians felt when discussing 
the Charismatic Renewal. Having 
traveled to different parts of 
the Americas, I found that this 
apprehension is universal. Most, 
if not all dioceses downplay the 
Charismatic Renewal, even more 
so in the United States. Clearly, 
diocesan seminaries need to be more 
open to it, but also we cannot turn our 
back on the power of the Sacraments 
either. I always inform people that 
my favorite tool for deliverance is 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Even the Rite of Exorcism does 
not have the strength of one sincere 
confession. All the Sacraments 
are powerful and we always must 

Unnecessary Trepidation Around Charismatic Prayer

instruct our people about them. 
However, this does not give us the 
right to downplay the Charismatic 
movement either.

A gift of the Holy Spirit is a gift of 
the Holy Spirit. When we use all the 
gifts—sacraments and sacramentals, 
charismatic graces and the graces of 
baptism, ordination, confirmation 
and more— we deepen our ability 
to minister to the community we 
live. We also strengthen our ability 
to lead people to the sacraments and 
to Christ.

Did you ever work on a vehicle 
and find the wrench you needed 
was the one that you were missing? 
Maybe you can still fix the car, but 
it will be more difficult. When we 
dismiss a set of gifts at our disposal 
we do the same thing. If we focus 
on the Charismatic gifts, but not the 
sacraments, or vice versa, we are 
one wrench short of a full toolbox. 
God gives us many tools to use and 
expects us to use them all.

Charismatic prayer is most 
effective when it leads to the 
sacraments. Indeed, the late exorcist 
Fr. Rufus Pereira used to say that 
the correct priority of healing is: 
spiritual and emotional before 

the physical. This is where the 
sacraments work hand in hand with 
charismatic prayer, when it leads 
to the greatest tools of healing: 
the sacraments, especially the 
Sacrament of Reconcilation.

We must be careful of stifling 
the Spirit and the Spirit provides 
many avenues to the unity in 
the Sacraments, one of these is 
charismatic prayer. 

By Father Robert Carr


