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Praying in Tongues Then and Now
By Fr. Bob Hilz, T.O.R. Pittsburgh Fraternity

This will be more of a personal
witness after 45 years as a Roman
Catholic Pentecostal priest. What
my professors said about the praying
in tongues stories from Acts of the
Apostles, was that God needed to
crank up the old model T ford to get it
started. We have the church organized
now and running ok. We don’t need
tongues now. They didn’t have the
experience that we have been standing
in for the last 48 years as Catholic
Pentecostals. I like the Pentecostal
label better than Charismatic. I know
we switched to separate us from the
Protestant Pentecostals. Yet we go
back to the actual term even almost 2
thousand years ago. We haven’t split
from anyone.
When I heard about praying in
tongues back in 1969 I was rather
afraid and didn’t want to be prayed
over for that gift. When I was prayed
with for the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit, it was calm, no tongues and
nothing felt different. After ordination
in the summer of 1970 I was sent to
Levittown, PA, to teach high school.
My first week there a brother took me
to Mary Joyce’s home for a prayer
meeting. That shocked me. They
were praying in tongues, giving
prophetic messages and praying over
each other. What were they doing?
I had never experienced that and so
stayed with that group for eleven
years. We became Great Shepherd
Prayer Group, the largest in the

Archdiocese of Philadelphia in 1975,
some 450 people.
It took me about a year and a half
to finally yield to tongues. They
prayed over me a lot and I wanted to
“speak in French tongues.” I studied
and liked French. We don’t tell God
what to do. I don’t speak in French.
One first Friday evening Mass at
St. Boniface in Philadelphia, I was
concelebrating and put out my hand
for the consecration. It came out
in tongues. I stopped and said it in
English. Dumb, I didn’t know then.
Once I yielded to the gift it was the
same speaking and singing language
for about 15 years. Now I have over
10 different languages. I try to let the
Holy Spirit do what He wants.
There are many books in my library
about this gift. The one I found most
helpful was a little pamphlet written
by Fr. Bob DeGrandis, SSJ, about
30 years ago. He listed most of
the texts about this gift in the New
Testament. I found a few more (19
in all) yet no room here to list them.
If you want them, write to me at:
fbhilz@gmail.com.
The key text for me is Romans 8:26,
“The Holy Spirit too helps us in our
weakness for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but the Holy Spirit
Himself makes intercession for us
with groanings (or sighs) that cannot
be expressed in speech... for the Holy
Spirit intercedes for the saints as God
(the Father) Himself wills.” We know

from our long experience that also
refers to these tongues.
We are giving our vocal mechanism
over to the Holy Spirit and allowing
Him to pray to our Father for whatever
need we have at the time. We don’t have
to go to a language class for 2 years
memorizing grammar and vocabulary.
We turn on the tongues switch and the
Holy Spirit prays. Praise God! How
easy. The Holy Spirit is the director and
we are all various instruments with our
own part. What has always amazed me
about large groups praying is that we are
all praying at the same time in different
languages and melodies and it all blends
beautifully. Then everyone stopped in a
few seconds and the Holy Spirit directs.
And most people have their eyes closed
in peace. Amazing grace.
This gift is a problem for most people
at first and many turn away from this
movement of the Holy Spirit. He has
been in charge of the Church since
Pentecost. Our scientific training
doesn’t help us understand this gift. The
Holy Spirit is the director. In the back
of the “New” Catechism there are 70
pages about prayer yet prayer tongues
is not mentioned. Most in the church
still doesn’t understand or accept it.
God’s program is 2,000 years old. We
need to teach others this program.
The Catechism speaks of: praise,
worship, thanksgiving, intercession,
vocal
prayer,
meditation
and
contemplation. Most of that happens
...continued on page 3

Please cut and return this form with your donation.
City, State and Zip

Please cut and return this form with yourStreetdonation.
Name

City, State(Please
and Zip

Do you know anyone who would like
Street
to receive our Newsletter?
print legibly)
Name

receive
ourput
Newsletter?
The Fraternity of Priests pledge of financial accountability: We take very seriouslytothe
trust you
in us when
(Please
print
legibly)
you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge:
To use
your
gift carefully and wisely, and not to ask for money that is not needed.
 $10  $25  $50  $100  Other $_________

Do you know anyone who would like

The Fraternity of Priests pledge of financial accountability: We take very seriously the trust you put in us when
you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge: To use your gift careDear Father John Kiley,
fully andThis
wisely,
andisnot
to ask
money
is innot
needed.their work of ministering to priests.
donation
to help
the for
Fraternity
of that
Priests
continuing
 $10  $25  $50  $100  Other $_________
Dear Father Bob Franco,
This donation is to help the Fraternity of Priests in continuing their work of ministering to priests.

Dear Fraternity Brothers and Friends of the Priesthood
EPISCOPAL
ADVISORS
Donald Cardinal Wuerl
Washington, DC
Archbishop John Myers
Newark, NJ
Bishop Sam Jacobs
Houma-Thibodaux, LA
Bishop Paul Bemile
Wa, Ghana

DIRECTORS
Fr. Bob Franco
Cleveland, Ohio
Chairman
Fr. Jim Hobert
Tucson, Arizona
Fr. Larry Van Damme
Marquette, Michigan
Fr. Vlado Bizjak
Maribor, Slovenia
Fr. Joe Looney
Hartford, Connecticut
Fr. Dwight Merrick
Trinidad
Fr. Bob Hilz, TOR
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Editor’s Box:
Please send articles,
comments, and
photos to the FOP
Newsletter editor,
Fr. Bob Carr,
via e-mail to
editor@fraternityofpriests.org
Newsletter material from
all Fraternity members is
gratefully accepted. Any
submissions will help make
each issue better!

W

hat does 2016 hold for us? First
off, an extra day-it is a Leap
Year. For those in the United States, it is
a presidential election year. Some major
engineering projects are slated to be
completed in 2016. China will complete the
longest undersea tunnel, a 76 mile tunnel
between Dalian and Yantai that replaces an
800 mile trip. Updates to the Panama Canal
will also finish up in 2016.
Though these events are interesting, they
most likely will not affect our daily lives.
What will affect our daily lives? Some
people have plans that will radically change
their lives in 2016. They are slated to be
married this year or perhaps have entered
the New Year carrying an unborn child.
Other things will affect us that we did
not plan on. Some of us may lose a loved
one. Others may lose their jobs. Still other
may have an unexpected sickness. Lest I
paint a bleak view of 2016, there may be
unexpected blessings on the horizon: a pay
raise, a new friend or reconciliation among
feuding family members.
How should we approach this 2016?
Here are a few well-worn phrases that bear
repeating. First: Carpe Diem! This Latin
phrase simply means, Seize the Day! Life is
best lived when we are proactively seeking
and doing God’s will. Do you want to pray
more in 2016? Go to bed earlier to rise
earlier and meet the Lord! Do you want to
be better prepared? Plan! And plan to plan!
Pray to plan to plan! Carpe Diem!
“Fight the good fight of faith.” (I Timothy
6:12). Actually, the Catholic translation
of this verse says, “Compete well for the
faith.” I am not sure if the metaphor is
one that is military or athletic. In either
case, faith is something that is contested.
Soldiers and athletes embrace discipline
to accomplish goals. Both engage in
struggles. Both seek to “win”. Let us
engage in the battle against the world, the
flesh and the devil. Let us live knowing that
we will not be exempt from temptation and
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trials in 2016, let
us know victory
in Christ.
“The whole is
greater than the
sum of its parts.”
(Aristotle)
This truth is
demonstrated in
so many areas
of life. In the
workplace and
on the athletic
field teamwork
is necessary to accomplish certain goals. How
about applying this principal to family and church
life? Greater unity in these areas would make 2016
a truly blessed year! May the Lord help us to guard
our speech against gossip. May our words build and
not divide the Church, our parish and our families.
Finally, please pray for your priests and Fraternity
of Priests in 2016. Ask the Lord to deepen our
relationship with Him, with brother priests and
with the people we minister to. If this happens,
2016 will be a year of blessing!
Thank you for your support of Fraternity of Priests.

Fr. Bob

Fraternity Financial Report

One of the objectives for the Fraternity
of Priests is to inform our donors about
the ongoing financial health and details
of the organization. We’re providing this
information to help communicate our
specific need and to thank those many
faithful benefactors who help make our
service possible. Thank you!
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when we pray in tongues. When we
pray for a longer time we flow into
contemplative silence and joyful
silence and love. We need to study
the scriptures texts like 1 Corinthians
14. St. Paul lived in Corinth for 1 ½
years teaching the people. Later he
wrote back to them correcting their
use of tongues and prophecy. When
you put the two gifts in opposite
columns you have 12 definitions about
tongues. These are important for our
understanding, use and teaching about
this gift of prayer which works in 6
different ways. I sense we pray like
I am talking to you. Then we praise
God, worship and adore Him. We
pray for others at a distance or when
praying over them when you don’t
know what else to pray; God knows.
There are also deliverance tongues
over places or a person. The Holy
Spirit is commanding the evil spirits to
leave. When they are gone your prayer
tongues will go back to normal. This
gift is so easy yet so powerful. God
is praying through us. You can sing
and praise in the shower or driving as
if you are singing in a opera. You can
do it while doing all kinds of things
around the house or at work and the
Holy Spirit is praying. You don’t need
a rosary, a prayer book or to be in a
special church or shrine.
Well, I think that is enough for
now. There is much more to say here.
I experience often my teeth feeling
funny and beginning to “chatter.” It
is then that I know the Holy Spirit
wants to pray through me in tongues
for whatever He wants to do at that
time somewhere in the world. He
knows; I don’t. Praise God. Just yield
to His prompting. We will need to be
raised up in new ways this new year.

Tongues as a Unifying Gift
One of the most important
experiences I ever had praying
in tongues happened at Canção
Nova [New Song] in Cachoeira
Paulista, São Paulo, Brazil. This is a
Catholic community whose charism
is evangelization through social
communication. I was there and in
that country for the first time and
even though I am fluent in Spanish,
Portuguese is different. Many of
those who speak Portuguese can
understand Spanish speakers right
away, rarely is it the opposite. So I
am in this country and can hardly
understand a single word. My first
language became Spanish.
Many at Canção Nova begin the day
in Eucharistic adoration praying in
tongues and so early in the morning,
prior to Mass, we were in adoration
for my first time in Brazil. We all
prayed in tongues. This brought upon
us a unity despite my inability to speak
Portuguese. I am assuming none of us
were speaking the national language
at the time, yet we were all praising
God and speaking in languages that
we knew were praising God.
The Bible teaches us that unity is
God’s greatest desire for His people
along with salvation. Salvation is
through His action with our cooperation, unity is the same. Through
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit we
were in union in our praise for God
and I was in union with them even
though I was in a country where we
do not speak the language.
There are two languages that unite
those who do not speak the same
tongue: silence and the gift of tongues.
Both can be and are used in adoration

of God, including in the Eucharist.
Fr. Bob Hilz mentions in his article
another unique aspect of tongues
in light of unity. I have been in
congregations of twenty-thousand
people or more praying in tongues.
The number includes Bishops and
priests concelebrating and again
thousands upon thousands of laity.
All of us singing in tongues, yet the
melody is one of unity even though it
is obviously not practiced.
Many can talk about tongues being
miraculous and powerful and indeed
it is, but they can remember as well
that it is a gift that unifies all the
believers throughout the world, even
though they do not speak the same
language.
It is obvious that the gift of tongues,
originating at Pentecost, is the reversal
of the Tower of Babel. There God
divided the people through language
in order to prevent a unity in making
humanity god. Tongues comes upon
the scene at the descent of the Holy
Spirit uniting people in adoration of
the one God.
It is easy to be afraid of tongues
and there are false statements made
about it by many Catholics including
priests who reject the Charismatic
movement. However, it is treated in
the Youcat. The fruit of tongues is one
of adoration of the one true powerful
God and acting as agents for His
work. No one should be afraid of such
a powerful gift from Our God.
-Fr. Robert J Carr, Boston
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